
A Note from the Administration 
Patrick J. Saunderson, Principal 

As I write this newsletter article, I can’t believe that the First Quarter is almost over. Looking back over the past 
few weeks, we are proud of so many things. We are going to share some of those highlights with you … our 
apologies if we miss something. 
 
Kicking off the year on a high note, Back to School Night was a huge success. We must acknowledge the 
excellent participation by our staff and their 100% support of PTSA. Over 900 family members attended that night, 
learning about the different classes that their students take each day and the many programs available at the 
school. Wasn’t it great to see our Marching Band, Flags, and one of the Jukebox bands in action? Thanks to our 
PTSA for sponsoring this wonderful program … we hope that you appreciated the earlier date as we intend to 
continue that tradition in future years. 
 
Spirit Week and Homecoming began with our annual tradition of having a PTSA sponsored motivational 
speaker for our students. Ray Sydnor, former Philadelphia Eagle and local success story, spoke to our students 
about the wrong choices that he made early in life and how he overcame them, reminding us that we all need to 
think about the long-term effects of our daily decisions. Spirit Week continued with daily contests to recognize 
the individuals and classes with the most spirit. One of the highlights of the week was the Powder Puff football 
game … our female students exhibited great athleticism, determination, and positive attitude! The Pep Rally, some 
great games by our teams including an awesome victory by the football team, and a wonderful dance for over 
1,000 students capped off an outstanding week … what we loved most was that the whole week was planned by 
our student government … our hats go off to them! 
 
Marriotts Ridge students have received many accolades over the past month and we are happy to share 
this information with our community. In the National AP (Advanced Placement) Program, 51 Mustang 
students achieved distinction. Fourteen students were named AP Scholars, averaging 3.69 on a scale of 1 to 5 on 

(see Administration on page 5) 

The Mustangs Boosters Club is off to a great start this year because of 
YOU. We would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to: 
 

• The 233 families that have joined the Boosters club (and, yes, in case 
you are wondering, you can still join — it‘s never too late to 
become a Mustangs Booster!) 

• Our Corporate Sponsors to date — all of whom are “repeat 
supporters” and MRHS family — we can‘t thank you enough for 
your continued support: 
• Ryland Homes - Platinum Sponsor 
• Caffes-Steele Windows and Doors - Silver Sponsor 
• Maryland Oncology - Silver Sponsor 
• Allstate Insurance, Ron Marinelli - Bronze Sponsor 
• Dermatology and Advanced Skin Care, Dr. Paul A. Rusonis & 

Associates - Bronze Sponsor 
• Jolles Insurance - Bronze Sponsor 

• The many, many volunteers that worked both our outdoor 
concession stand for soccer, football, field hockey, and cross 
country; and our indoor concessions for volleyball. Our hungry fans 
and athletes would not survive without you!  

 
 

(see Boosters on page 4) 

Boosters Update 
Sue Tompkins, Boosters President 

PTSA News 
Jennifer Burgy, PTSA President 

This issue of The Ridge is being mailed to all families of students at 
Marriotts Ridge High School to keep you informed of the many wonderful 
accomplishments and milestones we have achieved at MRHS in the past 
quarter. This newsletter is published as a collaborative effort between the 
PTSA, Boosters, and staff members, and contains quick overviews of many 
of the achievements, programs, and events held at Marriotts Ridge over the 
past few months. Your Marriotts Ridge PTSA is happy to provide this 
communication tool, and other services, to our school community, and we 
hope that you enjoy reading about them in this beautiful (if I may say so 
myself) publication. 
 
Welcome to the many new families at Marriotts Ridge High School, and 
welcome back to the returning families as well. It was wonderful to see so 
many of you at Back to School Night. We received so much positive 
feedback about that evening, including tremendous appreciation for the 
Administration arranging to have it held so early in the school year. 
 
As mentioned at Back to School Night, the MRHS PTSA does not hold 
multiple fundraisers during the year. We support our budget solely through 
our membership drive and programs. As of October 2, 2007 our 
membership included more than 1,000 parents, students and staff! By 
joining, you have allowed us to far exceed our ambitious goal of 870 

(see PTSA on page 4) 
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Calendar 
November 13 Report cards issued 
 
November 19–20  Parent/Teacher 
 Conferences — school 

closing 3 hours early 
 
November 21  Parent/Teacher 
 Conferences — school 

closed 
 
November 22–23  Thanksgiving holiday 
 
December 14 Interim progress reports 

issued 
 
December 24 – 
  January 1, 2008 Winter break 
 
January 4 Newsletter deadline 
 
January 18 & 21 School closed 
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An Overview 
It’s hard to believe that ¼ of the school year is almost complete. During this 
time the CTE Department has been a busy place, with many things to share. 
We have continued to enjoy success in both the classroom and with extra-
curricular activities. I’d like to introduce you to the newest members of our 
CTE family: 
 

Andrea Orndorff, Child Development 
Sarah Palm, Foods and Nutrition Technology / Culinary Science 

 
Business & Computer Management Systems 
Members of Mr. Hahne’s Computer Science III class have been learning how 
to create interacting “classes” associated with array implementations.  This is 
a very important topic to learn and understand as the remainder of the 
course will be devoted to the use of “classes” that relate to one-another.  In 
the Computer Science I classes students have been quite successful with their 
use of Visual Basic.  All Mr. Hahne’s programming students will be competing 
in the American Computer Science League (ACSL).  ACSL is an international 
competition that spans the entire year giving students the opportunity to 
sharpen their theory and programming skills.  Four competitions are held 
throughout the school year with scores for both individual and team totals 
rewarded through invitation to the All-Star Meet held over the Memorial Day 
Weekend (Saturday).  This year I’m proud to announce that the All-Star Meet 
will be held at our very own Marriotts Ridge High School.  This is a wonderful 
honor for our school.  Meanwhile, in the Advanced Object Oriented Design 
(AOOD) class the students have been given the unique opportunity to create 
a business environment where they can apply the AOOD curricula.  What’s of 
interest is the fact this implementation is a true example of “school to work” 
initiatives as the projects that teams of students complete are built for real-
world customers.  Affiliated with Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA), 
the AOOD programming group is known to our clients as ‘Stang Software.  
Our main form of business is web design and graphic layouts.  What’s of inter-
est with this course lies in the way in which we do business.  Face-to-face 
client-student interaction to help with the development process is followed by 
team design and programming creation, all of which is shared with the client 
as the process proceeds.  The students have true ownership of the product 
and we have found that clients enjoy the face-to-face students interaction as 
their website or graphic program is developed. 

Community Outreach 
This year, as in past years, we will be offering our Technology Opportunities 
program to community members, and staff and students of Marriotts Ridge 
and Mt. View Middle Schools.  A set of diverse topics has been scheduled 
from web design through game programming.  Also, last year several of you 
indicated a need for some basic Word and Excel support, so we have included 
those opportunities too.  These courses will be taught by students and faculty 
of Marriotts Ridge BCMS Department.  For more information and to register 
for any class please visit www.marriottsridge.net/TechOpp.php or email 
rhahne@hcpss.org. 
 
Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) 
This year we have more than doubled the number of registered members 
from last year.  There are several initiatives that FBLA will be undertaking this 
fall; supporting the Boosters 5K Mustang Stampede (more information can be 
found at http://www.marriottsridge.net/documents/Stampede_Registration_ 
2007.pdf), and preparing our first issue of THE BUZZ.  We hope that our 
students will be interested in contributing an essay, short story, graphic, etc, 
for THE BUZZ’s November Issue.  More information can be found at http://
www.marriottsridge.net/documents/THEBUZZPromotion20078_1.pdf.  In the 
winter, FBLA Chapters of schools in Howard, Anne Arundel and Carroll 
County’s will be participating in the Region IIC Conference and Competitions 
which will be held at Marriotts Ridge on February 16, 2008. 
 
General Information 
For those of you who wish to become more acquainted with the CTE staff 
you may find additional information at the following sites: 
 
Pat Brodian - http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/MrsBrodian/ 
Lorene Cannella - http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/Cannella/ 
Bob Fleming - http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/MrFleming/h0.stm 
Reg Hahne - http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/Hahne/
NewsFlash.stm 
Andrea Orndorff - http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/aorndorff/ 
Sarah Palm - http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/MrsPalm/ 
Roy Rosnik - http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/
TechnologyEducation/ 

Career Technology Education (CTE) 

Calling all Seniors 
and their Parents 

 
Your Booster club is offering a $2,500 
scholarship to a worthy graduating 
senior to be used to defray continuing 
education costs. The nomination proc-
ess will begin prior to the Thanksgiving 
break and conclude on December 15. 
Application packages will be sent out to 
the nominees for completion with a 
deadline of February 14. Watch the 
eSchool newsletters and notices from 
the Guidance office with further details. 
Don't miss this chance to be our out-
standing Senior Mustang. 
 
Carol Grady  
410-461-2660  
uclagrady@comcast.net  

 

News from the 
Hitching Post 
 
We have amazing new items at the Hitching Post that would make great holiday or any time 
gifts.  
 
By popular demand, we have both long- and short-sleeve navy Under Armour® polos! We 
have a limited amount and they will not be re-ordered — so get them while supplies last.  
 
We also have new long-sleeve thermal shirts, cozy flannel scarves, and headbands. We have 
custom knit blankets for Marriotts Ridge that would make an amazing holiday or graduation 
gift. Our hottest seller is our new men’s and women’s cut-fleece jackets — you have got to 
see them! We don’t have room to list everything so come on in and see what we have. 
 
Hours: Everyday from 10:10 am – 12:20 pm and after school until 2:45 pm. 
 
As a reminder: The Hitching Post is the only place you can purchase  
OFFICIAL Mustang Spiritwear. All profits go directly back to the school and the students. 
If you see it other places then someone else is profiting on it, not our students. 
 
As always thanks for supporting Boosters and our students! 
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Science Fair Judges Needed!! 
 
The Marriotts Ridge High School Science Department is in need of Science Fair judges.  If you are interested in or trained in science, math, engineering, or a related 
subject we would like to request you judge for us for one (or both) of the 2-hour judging slots (8 - 10 am or 10 am to 12 noon) on Wednesday, January 23, 2008   
(snow date is Tuesday, January 29) . 
 
Orientation will be provided and judges will be responsible for 10 – 15 projects using the established guidelines.  Most judges really enjoy this experience!  
 
Please fill out the form below and return to your student’s Science teacher; email Dan Sageman, the Science Instructional Leader (daniel_sageman@hcpss.org); 
Amy Harich, the Science Assistant (amy_harich@hcpss.org); or call us at school (410-313-5568) with your information. 
  
Additionally, everyone is invited to attend the open house and informal awards ceremony, Wednesday, January 23 in the Media Center, 6:00 - 7:30 pm (snow date 
January 29). 
  
We thank you in advance for your support. 
 
The Marriotts Ridge Science Department 
 
 
_____  No, I cannot judge  _____ Yes, I can judge (please fill out the form below) 
 
 

Name:   _________________________________ 
 
E-mail address:  _________________________________ 
 
Phone number:  _________________________________ 
 
 
 Time I’d like to judge is:   _____ 8 – 10  am  _____ 10 am  – noon  _____ Both 
 
 
 Subject(s) I’m comfortable judging (circle all that apply): 
 
 Animal Biology  Behavioral Biology Chemistry Computer Science Earth & Space Science  
 
 Physics  Engineering Technology Environmental Science  Mathematics  Microbiology Plant Biology 

From the SGA Office 
 
Hello all! The SGA has already kicked into full swing this year. Our Harry Potter Homecoming was a phenomenal success!!! It has 
been so exciting to see traditions being established over the past three years. We kicked off our spirit week with Beach Day fol-
lowed by Twin/Switch Day, Wacky Tacky Wednesday, Harry Potter Thursday, and finally Class Shirt Day. The tremendous display 
of school spirit was both exhilarating and exceedingly impressive. On Wednesday we had our second annual Powder Puff Tourna-
ment (last years being rained out), which the sophomores dominated. Seniors came back with the upset in overall class spirit. On 
Friday afternoon, we had our fall pep rally which also turned out to be a great experience. On Saturday we had our first ever 
Marriotts Ridge Homecoming Parade from Waverly Elementary to the Weis Shopping Center. Families old and young were drawn 
outside to the upbeat tempo of the band and to the magnificent floats constructed by each class. Sports teams also represented 
themselves in addition to the homecoming court being chauffeured via convertibles. Thank you again to all those who donated 
their time and vehicles!!! Finally we ended our Homecoming week with the dance, beautifully decorated by the sophomore class.  
 
For all those students who ordered class shirts and have not yet received them: Unfortunately we ran out of class 
shirts, all those who pre-ordered and hadn’t picked up their shirt yet — we will be making another order specifically ordering 
those shirts for you. They will be hand delivered within the next three weeks (we still have to tally the final order). I apologize for 
any inconvenience.  
 
Finally, the holidays are coming up! You know what that means??? Over the next two months, there will be an array of community 
service projects throughout our school. Please be sure to keep up to date with your student so that everyone can participate in 
helping for these charity events. As a community we can create a real difference in the world around us, especially since we are 
the MUSTANGS! Each drive will be heavily publicized to get people in the spirit of giving. 
 
If you have any questions, comments or concerns you can email the SGA at mrhssga@aol.com. There will be a website created 
very shortly that will be easily accessible for any student government needs. The URL will be distributed as soon as it is up and 
running.  
 
Have a happy and healthy November!!! 

Dance 
 
MRHS Dance Program 
proudly presents its annual 
Winter Dance Concert on 
Thursday, December 13 at 
7 pm in the theater. Lyrical, 
Tap, Modern and Jazz 
dances choreographed by 
Ms. Spruill and the dancers 
will be presented. Tickets 
are $7 at the door. Presale 
tickets will be sold in the 
cafeteria during lunches for 
$5. For more info email the 
Dance Program at 
mrhsdance@yahoo.com. 
 
Patricia K. Spruill 
Dance & Pom Coach 
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• The parents that volunteer at The Hitching 
Post every day during lunch and every day 
after school to sell spirit wear and after 
school snacks to our starving students. I 
hope you know how much our students 
appreciate your being there. 

• The parents and businesses who placed ads 
in our Fall Sports Program. 

• All our volunteers — you make a difference at MRHS — in school spirit, 
in helping us meet our fundraising goals, and in making our kids’ high 
school experience one for the record books! 

 
Speaking of fundraising, to update you on where your Boosters dollars have 
been spent so far this year, we are happy to share with you that over 
$13,000 in Boosters funds went to upgrading the sound system in our 
auditorium. If you had the pleasure of attending a Jukebox performance in 
October, then you know that our extraordinarily gifted performing arts 
students finally have a sound system worthy of their talents. We are proud 
to have funded this first phase of the sound system upgrade, and if you 
would like to see where additional Boosters Dollar$ are hard at work, 
please see below. 
  
There are still many items to be purchased this year to enrich our students 
extracurricular lives, and Boosters is hard at work raising the funds needed 
to make these purchases. You’ll soon be hearing information about 
Mustang Madness, our annual dinner dance/auction in March, and I hope 
you will consider donating an item for the auction and attending this annual 
event. It is always a great fun raiser and fund raiser. 
 
Boosters is always looking for new folks to get involved — so don’t 
hesitate — get involved with Boosters and be a part of your student’s 
high school experience! 
 
Sue Tompkins, Mustangs Boosters Club President 
suetompkins@comcast.net 
http://www.mrhs-boosters.com/   

(Boosters  from page 1) 
 

 

members, and we sincerely appreciate 
your support.  
 
Please consider attending a PTSA meeting. 
The next meeting will be held on 
December 4 at 7:00 pm in the Counseling 
Center. I am confident that if you attend 
just one meeting you will want to come 
again. At these meetings, you will learn 

what is going on in your child’s school, everything from social events to 
required testing schedules.  
 
You may already have my telephone number (410-531-0033) and my e-mail 
address, jcburgy@aol.com. Use them, feel free to contact me with any 
questions or suggestions. Please know that I welcome your comments and/
or inquiries. 
 
Have a wonderful school year! 
Jennifer Burgy 

(PTSA  from page 1) 
 

 

Your PTSA Dollars at Work 
 
How were your PTSA dollars spent this quarter? 
 
Student / Family Initiatives: 

• Student seminar motivational speaker 
• Newsletter/communications 
• School magnets 
 

Academic Enrichment: 
• SAT prep courses 
• PTACHC  scholarships 
• Academic recognition (National Honor Society) 
• Math and English departmental grants 
 

Administrative Support: 
• Staff appreciation 
• Hospitality for coffee and conversation with the Principal 
 

Operating Expenses: 
• State & national dues 
• Council dues 
• Insurance / bonding 
• Supplies / postage / bank fees 

Your Boosters Dollar$ 
Hard at Work 

 
 $13,000 Sound system upgrade in auditorium 
 5,100  Basketball Rebounder System 
 3,500  Marching Band’s Half-Time Show production costs 
 3,200  Madrigals costumes and costume carriers 
 2,060  Fan bleachers for field hockey/baseball/softball 
  2,000  Poms uniforms 
 1,700  Athletic Team tournament fees 
  1,600  Athletic plaques and certificates 
  1,030  Dance costumes 
  840  Technology Club licensing and fees 
  770  Ice Hockey Club league fees 
  500  Soccer goals 
 330  Volleyball “Block-It” practice equipment 
  114  MRHS website domain fees 
 $35,744 Total through October 10, 2007 

Try to remember . . .  
 
Aaah, September. Remember the warm afternoons of late summer – hang-
ing out with friends, going to football and soccer games, planning homecom-
ing celebrations, preparing for the PSAT and SAT tests. WHAT?!? Yes, 57 
dedicated students spent either two Saturday afternoons or four Wednes-
day evenings in September reviewing vocabulary, algebra and geometry 
concepts, and honing their writing skills. These students also learned valu-
able test-taking tips to help them identify “trick” questions and to avoid 
common mistakes. No doubt these tips were employed often when the 
students took the October PSAT or SAT! The course was taught at Mar-
riotts Ridge by Dr. Martha Gagnon, a former consultant to The College 
Board, and her associates. In order to fund academic scholarships, 
Dr. Gagnon also returned a portion of the class registration fee to the 
MRHS  PTSA . Our first scholarship will be awarded to a member of the 
Marriotts Ridge 2008 graduating class next spring! 
 
Look for information about our next prep class in January – ideal for juniors 
taking the spring SAT! 

The Ridge 
Marriotts Ridge High School 

12100 Woodford Road  Marriottsville, MD 21104   
(410) 313-5568  |  www.hcpss.org/mrhs 

  
 Principal Patrick J. Saunderson Patrick_Saunderson@hcpss.org 
 PTSA President Jennifer Burgy  JCBurgy@aol.com 
 Boosters President Sue Tompkins  suetompkins@comcast.net  
 Newsletter Cindy O’Brien  obrienx4@aol.com 



T H E  R I D G E   |   P A G E  5  

G/T Corner 
 
The G/T Research program, which includes the 
Intern-Mentor and Independent Research 
classes, has students interning at various places 
in the area. Some intern locations include: 
 

Kyle Feldman: Kyle is interning with chiropractor 
Dr. Delongo located near the Waverly Woods Shopping 
Center. Kyle is researching herniated discs. 

Melissa Navarro: Melissa is interning at Turf Valley Coun-
try Club. She will be learning all facets of Hotel Manage-
ment and will do her research on marketing and event 
planning. 

Ellen Hutton & Elizabeth Locke: After completing the 
school’s TV production class, the girls have taken the 
next step and are doing production projects throughout 
the area while interning for Comcast Cable Company. 

Felicia Kulp: Felicia is interning in Laurel Regional Hospi-
tal’s anesthesiology department where her Mentor prom-
ised operating room activities. 

Igor Khrustalev: Igor is interning at Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity Applied Physics Laboratory where he will be re-
searching how computers can recreate human behavior 
in stressful situations. 

 
The Independent Research class has students who are 
researching areas of their own choosing in this college level 
course. This year: 
 

Michelle Lawrence is studying fashion design and has 
teamed with an adviser from Nordstrom. 

Caitlin Eggleston is researching the area of pediatrics, 
specifically in the area of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome. 

Meghan Case is researching alternatives within stem cell 
research. 

 
If you would like to volunteer to be a Mentor for one of our 
GT Research students for next year, please contact Mr. Eckert 
at paul_eckert@hcpss.org. 

 

Booster 
Membership News 
 
The MRHS Boosters would like to thank the 233 families that 
have become members as of October 10, 2007. We have ap-
proximately 1,000 families in the school so this represents 
about 23% of our families. Boosters’ goal this year is for a 75% 
participation rate. If you have not yet sent in your membership 
form, it is not too late. Sign up is easy. Download the form 
from http://www.mrhs-boosters.com/ and mail it in, or pur-
chase a membership via credit card directly from the online 
store http://www.mrhs-boosters.com/shoponlinestore.html. 
Remember, Boosters supports every student at Marriotts 
Ridge by providing agenda books, college software (Naviance) 
and TeacherWeb, as well as providing funding to the athletic 
programs, the performing arts programs and student clubs. 
Please see the member list posted at http://
www.marriottsridge.net/documents/PTSATheRidge/
Boosters_Membership.pdf to check if you are already a mem-
ber. Thanks again to all those who support Boosters by becom-
ing members! 
 
Sue Geckle & Edna Martin, Membership Committee 

 
AP exams. Sixteen students averaged 3.78 and were named AP Scholars with Honor and 
21 students, averaging 4.18, were recognized as AP Scholars with Distinction. Almost 
50% of our students who participated in AP testing were chosen … congratulations to 
our students, AP teachers, and MRHS Scholars Program Coordinator Bob Siskind! 
 
In other state and national programs, Marriotts Ridge was once again well 
represented. Among over 5,000 applicants in the Maryland Distinguished Scholar 
Program, 34 MRHS students were accorded Achievement Honorable Mention and six 
were named Semi Finalists. In addition, earning $3,000 yearly scholarships to any 
Maryland college or university, Zach Essner and Emily Huang were named Maryland 
Distinguished Scholar Finalists. In the Maryland Distinguished Scholar talent category, five 
Mustang students earned Honorable Mention and Laura Gilbert and Anna Wettig were 
designated Distinguished Scholar Finalists in Dance, also earning $3,000 scholarships to 
state schools. Finally, in the National Merit Program, 24 students were named 
National Merit Commended Scholars, Meagan Peaco was chosen as a National 
Achievement Scholar, and five students were recognized as National Merit Semi Finalists 
… Zach Essner, Theresa Geckle, Igo Khrustalev, Colleen Quinlan, and Brendan Wray. 
Congratulations to all of our award winners, their families, and our staff! 
 
We have thoroughly enjoyed experiencing a full building this year with all four classes. It 
is great to see so many kids involved in clubs, fine arts programs, and sports 
teams. Over 40 clubs are alive at Marriotts Ridge … we want to particularly highlight 
our community service and recycling clubs for all that they are doing to serve our 
community in so many ways. Our Math Team scored a division victory at a recent 
county meet, an outstanding edition of The Stallion was published, the Marching Band 
looks great, the list goes on … On the sports front, we are excited by the competitive 
spirit that is exhibited from beginning to end every day … three of our teams … boys 
soccer, girls soccer, and volleyball have been ranked or received similar consideration. 
Our football, cross country, field hockey, golf, and cheerleading teams have thrilled us all 
many times throughout the fall. As mentioned above regarding Spirit Week, our SGA 
and Class Councils continue to grow and develop into a wonderful group of student 
leaders … the Senior Class Crab Feast was a huge success and another “Famous First at 
the Ridge.” Taking place right before this article was being submitted, we must single out 
our first stage production of the year that brought so many different types of students 
together to put together a great show … Jukebox III … wow … amazing … they keep 
getting better and better! Congratulations to all of our students and staff members who 
are involved in so many endeavors! 
 
While we are charging ahead in many ways, we must also mention a few things 
that we hope to improve upon in the upcoming months. We would appreciate 
your support in discussing school cleanliness with your students … our cafeteria, 
hallways, and bathrooms belong to us and we need to treat them as if they were part of 
our own homes. Keeping all electronic devices out of the academic environment during 
the school day would make things easier for everyone. In addition, anything that students 
can do to secure their belongings in lockers … now that the fall season is almost over, 
we will have another hallway locker signup for anyone who still wants one. Students 
should keep an eye out for things that do not seem right and inform a staff member. We 
have had to deal with some inappropriate behavior and want to reiterate that we will 
address such things in the most serious manner as our first priority is providing a safe, 
clean, and nurturing environment focused on learning and growth for all students. Finally, 
over 100 of our students did not achieve academic success on their interims during First 
Quarter … we have established a staff mentoring program in which over 50 members of 
our staff volunteered to monitor and support these identified students as we aim 
towards finding ways for all students to achieve success academically and beyond at 
Marriotts Ridge. 
 
As we have looked back, we are very pleased about what has been accomplished and 
look forward to trying some new things as the year goes on, especially our Senior Year 
activities and Graduation. We want to thank our students for making the right choices 
each day and our families for supporting us as we challenge all of our students to achieve 
in many different ways. Our staff must be commended for all of their hard work and 
dedication to doing whatever it takes for our students.  
 
If you ever want to contact us, please email me at patrick_saunderson@hcpss.org or 
give us a call at 410-313-5568. 
 
We hope to see you during American Education Week, Teacher/Parent Conferences, 
games, concerts, and other upcoming events … Go Mustangs! 
 
Pat Saunderson, James LeMon, Cara Moulds, and Rosalie Bowen 

(Administration from page 1) 



Environmental Club 
 

Who are we? 
The Environmental Club is a new group at MRHS made up of students who are hoping to raise environmental awareness in our community through recycling, plant-
ing, and conserving resources.  
 
What are we doing? 

• Recycling program – we have set up recycling bins in teacher's classrooms for paper and in the cafeteria for bottles and cans – please take notice!  
• Beautification/planting – our next project involves planting a variety of trees/flowers in exclusive areas on school grounds. 
• Green school – we are hoping to gain the title of a Green School, something only one other high school in Howard County has achieved. This is done through 

showing that our school is environmentally aware and takes action to prove this.  
• Energy conservation – we are encouraging MRHS to reduce the use of unnecessary electricity – it saves time, nature, and money! 
• Envirothon – this is a problem-solving natural resource competition for high school students.  Teams of high school students are tested on their knowledge of 

a state’s natural resources.  The Maryland Envirothon will take place at Harford Glen Environmental Education center in Harford County on June 17–19, 2008. 
• Fundraiser – we will soon be starting a fundraiser to help collect money for our various projects (especially the beautification project) – this fundraiser will 

collect electronic supplies that families no longer have uses for. 
 
How can you help?  
We would love the support of our parents/teachers: 

• Bring in your paper recycling from home and drop it off in the yellow and green Abitibi Paper Retriever dumpster in the parking lot 
• Donate old electronics for the fundraiser (cell phones, computers, mp3 players, ink jets, X-Boxes ...) 
• Donate supplies for planting or plants (shovels, watering cans, gloves, etc.) 
• Volunteer to help with the planting project 
• Donations to help buy plants 
• Sponsorships 
• Stop by our meetings with any new ideas 
• Of course – Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle! 

 
If you have any questions, contact:   

stacie_gado@hcpss.org melissa_barbieri@hcpss.org elizabeth_delossantos@hcpss.org kimberly_sharpmack@hcpss.org  

Marriotts Ridge High School 
12100 Woodford Road 
Marriottsville, MD 21104 
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