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Calendar  

February 9 Report Cards Issued 

 

February 25-26 Parent/Teacher Conference 

 Schools close 3 hours early 
 

February 27 Parent/Teacher Conference 

 Schools Closed 

 

March 6 Interim Report Cards 

Issued 

 

April 3 End of Marking Period 

 Schools close 3 hours early 

 

April 4-13 Spring Break 

 

April 22 Report Cards Issued 

 

April 23 Schools Closed 

 

May 4-8 Teacher Appreciat ion 

Week 

 

May 9 Prom 

Mustangs Boosters Club  [m¼ st¨ng   booôst ?rs   klub] 

noun;  an organization of hardworking Mustang volunteers 

raising funds to enhance the high school experience for all of 

the students at The Ridge. 

 

And enhance we have!  So far this year, the dedication and 

hard work of the Boosters Clubôs many volunteers, along 

with the communityôs continued support and generosity, has 

allowed us to fund the following ñenhancementsñ for all of 

our students: 

 

   $70 Jewelry Design Club 

 $120 German Club 

 $240 Table Tennis Club -- new paddles/balls  

 $350 Technology Club 

 $496 Academic Honor Roll Incentives 

 $500 Poms -- new PomPons 

 $542  FBLA1 

 $800 Ice Hockey Club -- Ice Time 

 $895 Hospitality 

$1400 Dance -- Costumes 

$1000 Wrestling -- Spot Light 

$1000 History Alive! -- Amelia Earhardt presentation 

$1000 Orchestra 

$1044 Technology Club 

(Continued on page 9) 

This issue of The Ridge highlights the program, activities and 

events that occurred at MRHS last quarter, and introduces the 

projects that are coming up in the next few weeks and months.  

Our focus on these items is not to toot our own horn, but to 

keep you informed about how your membership, fundraising 

and tax dollars are being spent.  When you take a look at the 

huge variety of activities that are made available to our stu-

dents, Iôm sure you will agree that these kids are really very 

fortunate. 

 

The MRHS PTSA Nominating Committee is in the process of 

compiling a slate of officers and committee chairs for the 

2009/2010 school year.  If you are interested in becoming a 

PTSA officer, please respond by e-mailing your name, phone 

number and position of interest to me, (jcburgy@aol.com) or 

Dia Hernandez (caredyne@verizon.net) by Wednesday, April 

1.  If you would like to get more information or details about 

how many hours of your time would be involved in a particular 

position, please do not hesitate to call (410-531-0033) or e-mail 

me.  If you know any families who will be new to MRHS next 

year and may be interested in becoming a PTSA officer or 

chairing a committee, please pass our names along to them. 

 

Our most important initiative, the After Prom Event, is just 

around the corner.  You can read more about this fantastic 

party we throw for our students on page 4.  This is such a 

(Continued on page 3) 

Second Quarter ended just a couple of weeks ago and the first half of the year has been a 

success.  Our initiatives for 2008-9 é providing academic support initiatives while con-

tinuing to promote opportunities for success for all students, creating professional growth 

experiences for our staff, and bringing the SGA, our family groups, and community part-

ners together to sponsor community programs to foster safe driving and good decision 

making.  Over 65% of our students still maintain Honor Roll status.  Staff members have 

learned new computer skills, participated in book studies, and will soon begin a Conversa-

tional Korean class.  Our Family and Community Partnership Council has advocated for a 

speed zone change and scheduled a Movie Night for all students, sponsoring a fun, relaxed 

night at the school as an alternative to teen parties. 

 

The key to the success of all of our programs and initiatives can be easily identified.  As I 

always say when people comment on our wonderful facility, I tell them that it is really 

more about the people and not just the building.  As we are in the midst of those ñlong, 

drearyò winter months, I thought that I would take this chance to reflect again on what 

really makes Marriotts Ridge a special place é 

 

The students that we work with every day are a joy.  Talking to our track athletes at the 

county championships, watching our cheerleaders perform, visiting with our Color Guard 

Team members during practice, talking with a group of students in The Commons, asking 

students about their Science Fair projects, hearing about our students who took the time to 

(Continued on page 2) 

mailto:jcburgy@aol.com
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 take part in the Polar Bear Plunge and raise funds for the Special Olympics é these are just a few instances that highlight all that is 

good about our kids.  I feel that I must add one special note about our seniors é we must applaud the accomplishments and contribu-

tions of those students who make up the first graduating class to spend their entire high school careers at MRHS é and challenge 

them to finish the year on a high note. 

 

The many family members who support our school on a daily basis add another important ingredient to our success.  The list 

of names would go on and on and I would hate to leave someone out.   Just know that your efforts do not go unnoticed é. even 

when your sons and daughters tell you to stay away, keep on showing up é it really does make a difference! 

 

Finally, the ñglueò that keeps it all together are the over 140 people who work in our school every day.  The teachers, counsel-

ors, instructional assistants, administrative support staff members, custodians, cafeteria workers, bus drivers, and other staff members 

who challenge our students intellectually and academically while supporting their interests, needs, and dreams in a safe and nurturing 

environment are truly everyday heroes.  While nobody is perfect, I can honestly say that, based on my experiences in six other school 

communities, this is the best staff around.  As they often spend more time with your children each day than you do, I thought that it 

would be interesting to learn a little more about these special people. 

 

Did you know that the members of the Marriotts Ridge High School Staff é. 

¶ were born in 23 different states and 5 foreign countries (Great Britain, Germany, Canada, Australia, and Jamaica). 

¶ have almost 1600 years of experience, ranging from 1 to 45 years,  in the educational field for an average of over 10 years of 

service each. 

¶ possess over 100 Bachelors degrees, 78 Masters degrees, 2 law degrees, and 1 doctorate. 

¶ attended almost 70 different colleges and universities with the University of Maryland, McDaniel College, Johns Hopkins Uni-

versity, Towson, and Loyola leading the way é other schools of note include Princeton, Carnegie Mellon, and Peabody. 

¶ have over 180 children and 22 grandchildren of our own with several new babies on the way. 

¶ own over 150 pets, including dogs, cats, horses, hamsters, tortoises, parrots, rabbits, fish, and one bearded dragon. 

¶ enjoy over 50 different hobbies, ranging from knitting, quilting, puzzles, writing, and reading to snowboarding, cycling, weight-

lifting, waterskiing, ice hockey, and martial arts. 

¶ have held many different and interesting jobs é some of the more unique ones are zookeeper, broom maker, peanut vendor, 
knife salesman, makeup artist, flight attendant, roofer, factory worker, geologist, mailman, chef, policeman, painter of Merry-Go-

Round horses, teacher on a Navajo Reservation, and ñhoney dipperò (cleaned septic tanks). 

¶ have achieved ñCoach of the Yearò honors in eight different sports é Cheerleading, Basketball, Indoor Track, Baseball, Foot-
ball, Lacrosse, Soccer, and Outdoor Track é and won 7 state championships é and counting é. 

¶ have received over 20 ñEducator of the Yearò awards, including Howard County First Year Teacher of the Year, Howard 
County Teacher of the Year, Maryland Art Educator of the Year, National Art Educators Association Teacher of the Year, Maryland 

Tech Ed Teacher of the Year, Howard County Computer Educator of the Year, Washington Post Principal of the Year, National 

Council of Teachers of Mathematics Teacher of the Year,  Maryland Assistant Principal of the Year, and Washington Post Agnes 

Meyer Teacher of the Year. 

 

Some other interesting facts about our staff members é 

¶ Almost 30 staff members graduated from Howard County high schools. 

¶ Two staff members were contestants on TV game shows é Wheel of Fortune and Sale of the Century. 

¶ One staff member taught the current Howard County Executive. 

¶ Four staff members have a twin brother or sister. 

¶ One staff memberôs band was chosen as the ñBest Wedding Band on the East Coastò by the Today Show. 

¶ One staff memberôs mother is a Narragansett Indian. 

¶ Two staff members have played in collegiate national championship games. 

¶ One staff member was named ñOutstanding Young Canadianò while in high school. 

¶ Two staff members were chosen as ñAll Americanò athletes. 

¶ Four staff members have been named to the Hall of Fame at their high schools. 

¶ One staff member was Valedictorian of her senior class in high school. 

 

As you can see, your children spend a large part of every day with dedicated, knowledgeable people who possess a wealth of inter-

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Please Come 
The next meeting of the PTSA Board will be held on March 16, 2009 at 7:00 PM in the Commons Conference Room.  You are 

cordially invited to attend. 

 

Thank you, Thank you, Thank youé 
Our neighbors, The Taylorsô at Harbin Farms thanks their many patrons from the Marriotts Ridge Community, and showed their 

generosity by recently donating money from proceeds of holiday tree sales to the PTSA After Prom Committee.  Thank you for 

supporting this community business that continues to be willing to lend their financial support to Marriotts Ridge After Prom. 

 

Membership 
Itôs not too late to become a MRHS PTSA member.  Seniors, as long as you and one parent are members by March 31, 2009, you 

are eligible to apply for one of the MRHS PTSA Scholarships.  Please visit the MRHS website (www.marriottsridge.net), click on 

ñInfoò and download a membership form from the Document Repository.  Please do not hesitate to contact Susie Cruz 

(secruz81@aol.com) if you have any questions. 

 

Staff Appreciation 
Over 35 families contributed food and drinks for the February Staff Appreciation Dinner during conference week.  Special thanks 

go out to all the folks who allowed the PTSA and Boosters to serve around 100 well-deserving staff members on the afternoon of 

February 26. 

 

If you would like to make a contribution, or volunteer your tine for our next event, Staff Appreciation Week in May, please shoot 

an e-mail to Jennifer Burgy (jcburgy@aol.com), your help is always welcome and appreciated. 

Hospitality  
Many thanks go out to Mrs. Sarah Palm and her students in the Culinary Arts classes who provided refreshments for the Parent 

Presentation by Dr. Peter Spevak on February 5.  Thanks much! 

 

 

 

worthwhile event, keeping our students and community members 

safe on May 9.  Please consider contributing your money and/or 

time. 

 

I would like to thank the scores of volunteers who found a way to 

get involved with your student, the school, the staff and your com-

munity.  Newly released research has once again confirmed that 

involvement by parents/guardians in school results in increased 

success for students.  Every parent (and even grandparent) who 

has volunteered their time at MRHS this year has contributed to 

our students success, and each hour that you volunteer is appreci-

ated.  Your PTSA executive officers and committee chairs have 

given their time, energy and support to continue operating in the 

tradition of a PTSA organization that we can all be proud of.  Our 

stand out staff and administration give so much of their time ï 

their personal time ï to our kids, ensuring their successéhow 

lucky we are.  My heartfelt thanks go out to all of you, it has been 

my distinct pleasure to serve as 

your PTSA President. 

 

Jennifer 

(Continued from page 1) 

Your PTSA Dollars at Work: 
  

How were your PTSA dollars spent this quarter? 

 

Student / Family Initiatives: 

Dr. Spevak Speaker Fees 

 

Academic Enrichment: 

 Reflections supplies and awards 

 

Administrative Support: 

Staff Appreciation Luncheon 

Contributions to ARL and Homewood Staff  

 Appreciation 

Hospitality for a Chinese Delegation Luncheon 

 

Operating Expenses: 

 Auditor thank you gift 

 Brick Garden Maintenance 

 

Communication: 

 Newsletter 
 

http://www.marriottsridge.net
mailto:secruz81@aol.com
mailto:jcburgy@aol.com
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PTSA College Scholarship Money 

Itôs as easy as 1, 2, 3 

 

1.    Are  you a MRHS senior? 

2.    Are you and a parent PTSA members?  

3. Do you have at least a 2.5 GPA? 

 

If the answer is yes to all three questions, then complete an applica-

tion (go to  http://www.marriottsridge.net/PTSAScholarship.php )  and 

give it to a counselor at MRHS for his/her signature by Friday, May 2, 

2009. 

 

 

 

What is APE? 

Everything you need to know, but havenôt 

had the chance to ask 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APE= After Prom Event 

 

Who attends?  MRHS juniors and seniors, whether or  

not they attend the prom.  Dates are welcome regardless 

of grade or school. 

 

When?  May 10th from midnight until 5am 

 

Where?  Dave and Busters at Arundel Mills Mall 

 

What will they do all night long?  Eat, choose from 

200 video games, bowling, pool tables, food, movies 

and prizes. 

 

Why does PTSA host an APE?  Statistics show that 

traffic deaths among teens during prom season are 

higher than any other time of the year.   

 

How much does it cost?  $10 

 

When will tickets go on sale?  Watch your eschool 

newsletter  in April for when and where tickets will be 

sold.   

 

Most importantlyéé.please do not plan to host your 

own party after prom.  All Howard County public high 

schools sponsor an after prom event in a safe, alcohol 

free environment.  The success of our APE depends on 

your support! 

 

Questions or want to help?  Contact Christine Crosby 

at mrhs_afterprom@yahoo.com. 

 

Surviving the Teenage Years 

Tips for Parents of Teens 
  
It's a fine line between respecting your teen's privacy and doing your 

job as a parent. 

 

How far should you go?  As far as you have to.  Because teenagers 

today have a minefield of risky behaviors to navigate - drugs, drink-

ing, tobacco, sex, with powerful influences like peer pressure and 

mixed messages from pop culture and new technologies such as the 

internet. 

  

Fortunately there's one influence in your teenager's life that trumps 

them all.  You. So take action. Let them know just where you stand on 

risk-taking and consequences.  Set clear rules with your teen for 

safety and guidance.  That's right, getting them to agree to the rules 

and understand the consequences gives them more responsibility 

every teen wants.  

  

And yes, do keep close tabs on your teen.  Know where they are and 

who they are with.  Cell phones make it easier than ever just to "check 

in". It's not saying you don't trust your teen, it's saying you care.  Get 

on the internet, too. Familiarize yourself with the kind of content they 

might be exposed to. 

  

Above all else, one of the most powerful things you can do for your 

teenager is to set a good example when it comes to drug, tobacco and 

alcohol use.  Respect them, be honest with them and they'll do the 

same.  Everyone wins. 

  

Source:  PARENTS. The Anti-Drug.    www.theantidrug.com/ 
  
  

Project Safe After Prom 

 PTA Council of Howard County     

410-740-5153   ptachc@gmail.com 

 

 INNISBROOK Gift Wrap Sales  
  

It's not too late, you can still order gift wrap!  Shop on 

line at www.innisbrook.com, type in the Marriottôs 

Ridge School ID#103742 and shop away.  Marriottôs 

Ridge will receive 50% of the profit from all sales, so 

please help support our After Prom fund raiser.  You can 

then shop and pay online and the product will be 

shipped to your home.  Orders of $85.00 or more receive 

free shipping from Innisbrook.  Thank you for your con-

tinued support!  

http://www.marriottsridge.net/documents/08-09MRHSPTSAscholarship.pdf
mailto:mrhs_afterprom@yahoo.com
http://www.theantidrug.com/
mailto:www.ptachc@gmail.com
mailto:www.ptachc@gmail.com
mailto:www.ptachc@gmail.com
mailto:ptachc@gmail.com
javascript:ol('http://www.innisbrook.com');
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Performing Arts News 

 
The performing arts wing has been as busy as ever.  Auditions for our Spring musical, The Boyfriend, were 

held before winter break.  Our school is bursting with talent as over 120 outstanding students put their singing 

and dancing on the line to be part of the show.  In The Boyfriend, we will once again travel back in time to the 

1920's so we are constructing over 150 costumes.  Any seamstresses out there looking for some enjoyable 

handiwork, please wander over and we will put you to work!  Come enjoy this family friendly, cheerful musical 

comedy March 19 - 22.  Tickets available at the door for $10. 

 

With great pride, on a cold January Monday night at Atholton High School, we watched two of our students, 

Jesse Schwarz and Maddie Zins, create some hilarious comedy in the first ever performance of our brand new 

All County Improv Team.  Talk about talent!  Two students from each Howard County high school came to-

gether and started rehearsing in September, mastering dozens of improv games that were put to the test with 

some pretty crazy audience suggestions.  Under the direction of actor Bruce Nelson, the All County Improv 

troupe is fortunately here to stay.  To spread the joy of Improv, Maddie and Jesse have started an Improv Club 

here at The Ridge that meets every Monday after school in Mrs. Livingston's classroom.  Come join in on all 

the fun and keep your eyes open for future Improv performances. 

Mustang  Flea  Market   
Sponsored by Marriotts Ridge High School Music Foundation   

 

 ñToo BIG to be called a Yard Sale!ò 

Saturday, March 7    

8:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m. 

MRHS Cafeteria 

   

The Marriotts Ridge High School Music Foundation will hold its 

first Mustang Flea Market to benefit our vocal and instrumental 

music programs. The large-scale yard sale will be held indoors Sat-

urday, March 7, from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m., rain or shine, in the 

MRHS Cafeteria. Browse the furniture, baby items, electronics, 

collectibles, household and sporting goods, clothes, toys, tools, 

books, holiday and seasonal items and more!  

 

Cash only and no early birds please.                                                        

 

Bake sale items and beverages will be available for purchase. 

Donations of gently used items are still being accepted. MRHS 

families who donate items to be sold are eligible to participate in a 

raffle and win prizes! For questions on the sale, dropping off dona-

tions, and prize-winning opportunities, contact         

Co-Chair Cathy Garger at savorsuccesslady3@yahoo.com or call 

(410) 461-6652. 

 

Thank you for spreading the word to family, friends, and co-

workers!  

 

Be sharp, donôt be flat. Mustang Flea Market is where itôs at! 

 

SGA Update 

 
 The Student Government Association (SGA) has 

been busy, busy, busy lately. There has been so much go-

ing on in the winter months and there is plenty more to 

come in the spring. The canned food drive in December 

was a huge success with a combined 3,000 cans collected 

school wide. The first period classrooms of Mr. Siskind, 

Mrs. Doodigian, and Mr. Rosnik had the most cans for 

each respective floor in the school. As a reward, each of 

these classes was treated to an SGA-sponsored catered 

breakfast. The SGA also coordinated the Adopt-a-Child 

program, in which students ñadoptò a specific child in Bal-

timore City foster homes and collect gifts for him or her. It 

is a great activity and makes sure children wake up to pre-

sents on their respective holidays. 

 Coming soon, the SGA will be initiating a Senior 

Webpage that will keep seniors up-to-date on all of the end 

of the year events and other factors of graduation, such as 

cap and gown orders. Also, a pep rally and Valentineôs 

Day dance will take place on February 13th. It is sure to be 

a fun-filled day with the teachers taking on the students in 

a basketball game at the pep rally. In addition, starting in 

March, one Friday of each month will be a designated 

ñSpirit Dayò in which students can dress up and participate 

in activities related to the selected theme. It should be a 

fantastic way to keep up school spirit towards the end of 

the school year. The Spirit Day in March has already been 

decided: it will be a St. Patrickôs Day theme and will end 

with a ñMarch Madnessò         3-on-3 basketball tourna-

ment. 

 In conclusion, the SGA is very excited about the 

plethora of upcoming events. It maintains its status as an 

ñall-inclusive association,ò which means that it has a mem-

ber of every organization in the school community within 

its association. That is a very impressive feat! Look for 

more information on the SGAôs upcoming events in next 

monthôs issue. 

mailto:savorsuccesslady3@yahoo.com
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AP EXAM REGISTRATION  
 

For those students enrolled in AP classes, the AP 

exams provide the opportunity to earn credit or ad-

vanced standing at most of the nationôs colleges and 

universities.  The exams will be offered this year the 

weeks of May 4 through May 15.  There will be two 

testing sessions each day, beginning at 7:30 and 

11:30.  Every effort is being made to keep the test-

ing on site at Marriotts Ridge, but there may be 

some exceptions.  

 

The registration procedure, form, and instructions 

for this yearôs AP exams can be found on the Mar-

riotts Ridge website 

(www.marriottsridge.net/documentRepository.php). 

A registration table will be available in the Com-

mons Area during lunch on March 3, 5, 9, 11, 13.  

All registration should take place during this time 

frame.  Please access the form, complete it, then 

print out two copies, one for your records and one to 

turn in with your registration fees. Should you have 

any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

 

Mary Ann Levant 

AP Exam Coordinator 

mlevant@hcpss.org 

OPEN YOUR DOOR TO THE WORLD HOST AN  

EXCHANGE STUDENT  
 

Have you thought about hosting a teen from abroad?  You get a chance 

to see American life from a new perspective and share a young person's 

excitement as he/she experiences a different school, food courts and 

football games, and Americans' warmth and openness. 

 

As host family, you include him/her as part of your family.  You joke, 

assign chores, talk about issues big and small.  You provide three meals 

and a bed.  Students bring their own spending money and health insur-

ance. 

 

Kate (MRHS host sister):  "We've had a great time this year. We went to 

NY, DC and Disney World. Not only do I have a sister in Italy now, I've 

also become friends with students from France, Germany and Norway. 

Facebook will make it very easy to stay in touch. 

 

Rosie (her Italian sister): "I'm glad that I had a chance to go to Marriotts 

Ridge; it's such a beautiful school with so much technology. I like going 

to school; it's more informal than school in Italy. Besides now having an 

American sister, I have met a lot of nice people at MRHS and other 

schools in Howard County that I hope to stay in contact with after I go 

home to Rome." 

 

AFS Intercultural Programs has an active chapter in Howard 

County.  Both families and students are provided with support from 

local volunteers and AFS staff.  For more information, please go to 

www.afsusa.org or write or call Sally at 301-604-7739 or 

s.b.byrne@juno.com. 

esting and rich experiences.  Feel blessed that our students are in such good hands, remembering this whenever you get the chance to 

say thanks.  Also, try to remember this when you are frustrated and want to fire off an emailé we are all in this together trying to do 

the best we can for our kids, striving to make a better future é 

 

Working together, the students, staff, families and community of Marriotts Ridge High School promote a safe and nurturing environ-

ment for educational excellence and lifelong learning é Choosing Excellence in all that we do é 

 

Please feel free to email us with any questions or comments at  patrick_saunderson@hcpss.org.  See you around the school é Go 

Mustangs! 

 

Pat Saunderson, James LeMon, Cara Moulds, Rosalie Bowen, and Gene Brown 

 

PS é to battle the ñwinter doldrumsò and welcome spring, I thought that we would put out a little trivia challenge about our staff 

members to students é the first three students to find the correct answers to the questions listed below will win lunch for themselves 

and three friends each from one of  Howard Countyôs favorite restaurants.  After finding the answers, have the corresponding staff 

member sign off on your paper.  

 

Which staff member has been an educator for the greatest number of years? 

Which staff member has the most children (6)? 

Which staff member worked as a peanut vendor at Camden Yards? 

Which staff member attended Misericordia College? 

Which staff member taught the current Howard County Executive? 

Which staff member has a bearded dragon as a pet? 

Which staff member served as an Intern for the Ravens? 

Which staff member plays the bagpipes? 

Which staff member served as President of the Maryland Romance Writers Club? 

 Which two staff members were contestants on TV game shows? 

 

Good Luck é your responses need to be submitted to the Front Office by Fri., March 13rd. 

(Continued from page 2) 

http://www.marriottsridge.net/documentRepository.php
http://www.afsusa.org/
mailto:s.b.byrne@juno.com
mailto:patrick_saunderson@hcpss.org
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Overall Grand Prize  

 

1st Wendy Zhang 

Miracle Worms 

 

2nd Brian Kim  

 A Polynomial Analogue of the Collatz 

Sequence and its Fractual Behavior 

 

3
rd

 Cong Fan 

The Effect of UV light on the Bacteria in 

Water 

 

Environmental Science 

 

1st Sam Neubauer 

The Effect of Atmospheric Carbon Dioxide 

Concentration on Internal Temperature 

 

2nd Shannon Lucas &  

Alana Rusonis 

The Effect of Different Types of Soil and 

Soil Mixtures on Water Retention 

 

3rd Yolanda Zhang 

The Effect of Various Sorbents on the Re-

moval of Oil in a Simulated Motor Oil 

Spill 

 

 

Chemistry 

 

1st Hans Guo 

The Effect of Fruit Processing on Vitamin 

C 

 

2
nd

 Lindsey Chun 

The Effect of Resveratrol on Fat Reduction 

 

3rd Rachael Follmer 

The Effect of Different Cooking Methods 

on Vitamin C Depletion 

 

Animal Biology 

 

1st Wendy Zhang 

Miracle Worms 

 

2nd Brendan McMurtray  

The Effect of Energy Drinks 

on the Heart rate of Daphnia 

 

3rd Ethan Bannar & Ian 

Hamilton  

Filtering of Water from Chesa-

peake Bay Oysters:  A Cluster 

of Oysters 

 

Earth Space Science 

 

1st Mitchell White  

The Effect of Repellents on 

Animal Feeding Behavior 

 

2nd Meredith Lopez 

Effect of First Row Transition 

Metals on Crystal Growth 

 

3rd Kaitlin Paddy  

Conserving Soil by preventing 

water-inaused soil 

 

 

 

Microbiology 

 

1st Cong Fan 

The Effect of UV Light on 

Bacteria in Water 

 

2nd Dachen Zhao 

The Effect of Curcumin On 

Cancer Growth 

 

3rd Kevin Yu 

The Effect of Berbamine on 

the degradation of the BCR-

ABL oncoprotein in chronic 

Myelogenous Leukemia 

Behavioral Biology 

 

1st Christian Stephenson 

The Effect of Music Tempo 

on Pulse Rate 

 

2nd Eric Park  

The Effect of Subliminal Per-

ception on Human Heart Rates 

 

3rd Amanda Brown & Cara 

Koontz 

Effect of Music Tempo on 

Task Performance 

 

Engineering Technology 

 

1st Jake Vogel 

The Effect of Retaining Wall 

Design on Its Performance in 

Various Soil Types 

 

2nd Brian Gilbert  

The Effect of Roofing Materi-

als on the indoor Temperature 

of Houses 

 

3rd Rachel Jones 

The Effect of Colored Cello-

phane and Placement on the 

Voltage Output of a Solar 

Panel 

 

Plant Biology 

 

1st Ruchi Gondalia  

The Effect of Different pH 

Levels on the Germination 

Growth of Soybean Seeds 

 

2nd Ji Hong 

The Effect of Vitamin A on 

the Color of Flower Petals 

 

3rd Nathan Lingafelter 

Effect of Iron on Phytoplank-

ton Growth 

Physics 

 

1st Brooks Chilcoat 

The Effect of Floor 

Surfaces on Optimum 

Air Pressure of a Bas-

ketball 

 

2nd Samuel Feldman 

Battery Performance 

vs. Brand 

 

3rd Linda Barron  

Which Type of Me-

dium Can Radiowaves 

Propagate Through 

Best? 

 

Mathematics 

 

1st Brian Kim 

A Polynomial Ana-

logue of the Collatz 

Sequence and Its Frac-

tual Behavior 

 

 

 

   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

2009 Science Fair Winners 
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Career Technology Education (CTE) 

An Overview 
 

The CTE Department has flourished both in the classroom and extra-curricularly over the past few months.  January 6th saw more 

than 130 11th graders take the Accuplacer Math Test.  This test, proctored by Howard Community College professionals, gives im-

mediate reinforcement as to the current math level of the test-taker and the math level the student would be placed in their first se-

mester of college. Their results were analyzed immediately by a trained professional who suggested which math pathway would be a 

good choice to take when scheduling next yearôs courses. 

 

Business and Computer Management Systems (BCMS) 
 

In the computer science area, Mr. Hahne and Mrs. Cannellaôs students have just completed the first round of the American Computer 

Science League (ACSL) computer programming competition.  This international event holds four in-house competitions throughout 

the year, with the finals being held at Marriotts Ridge over the Memorial Day weekend.  Listed below are those who obtained perfect 

theory and programming scores. Congratulations to all who participated.  To follow the results of each competition please visit 

www.acsl.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking of computer science programming competitions, over the course of the next few months several students will be participat-

ing in one of three programming competitions being held in the region. These competitions are: 

 

Loyola College (2/14/2009) 

University of Maryland (3/28/2009) 

PC Olympics (4/25/2009) 

 

Meanwhile Mr. Hahneôs Advanced Object Oriented Design (AOOD) students, alias Stang Software, have been continuing their skill 

development by designing creative websites for various clients.  To see first-hand what these students have been working on please 

go to www.marriottsridge.net/Stang/ to check out our latest sites that we have developed. If your company needs a website facelift, 

or has a need to develop a new website to help advertise your products, please call Reg Hahne @ 410-313-5568 or email 

rhahne@hcpss.org.  Let us assist you in achieving more for your business.  The AOOD class also designed the Fall Sports Booklet 

and Drama Playbills. 

 

Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) 
The next several months will be busy times for our FBLA students.  This February will see our group competing at the Region IIC 

Conference to be held at Arundel HS on February 11th, while students will be attending and competing at the State Conference to be 

held at the Marriott Hunt Valley on March 26th ï 28th.  At each competition, students will be competing in selected individual or 

team events.  This meet is the entry point to state and national competition participation. 

 

General Information 
For those of you who wish to become more acquainted with the CTE staff you may find additional information at the following sites: 

 

Brittney Bell - http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/MsBDBell/ 

Pat Brodian - http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/MrsBrodian/ 

Lorene Cannella - http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/Cannella/ 

Bob Fleming - http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/MrFleming/h0.stm 

Reg Hahne - http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/Hahne/NewsFlash.stm 

Andrea Orndorff - http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/aorndorff/ 

Sarah Palm - http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/MrsPalm/ 

Roy Rosnik - http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/TechnologyEducation/ 

 

Contest 1 

Junior Division  Intermediate Division Senior Division 

Sammy Fishman 
David Menker 
Ramkesh Renganathan 
Kenneth Tran 
Vivian Tu 

Da An 
James Hebeler 
Cameron Kessler 
Brian Kim 
Min Kim 
Kareem Hajib 
Ryan Oberholzer 
Scott St. Martin 

Paul Kelly 
Alex Lee 
Rahul Rajagopalan 
Beth Warsaw 
Sam Xi 

file:///G:\Data%2011242006\School\2007-2008\CTE\PTSA\www.acsl.org
http://www.marriottsridge.net/Stang/
file:///G:\Data%2011242006\School\2007-2008\CTE\PTSA\rhahne@hcpss.org
http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/MsBDBell/
http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/MrsBrodian/
http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/Cannella/
http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/MrFleming/h0.stm
http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/Hahne/NewsFlash.stm
http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/aorndorff/
http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/MrsPalm/
http://teacherweb.com/MD/MarriottsRidge/TechnologyEducation/
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$1400 Madrigals -- Costumes 

$1452 Athletic Plaques and Certificates 

$3262 Tournament Fees 

$1700 Drama -- Play rights 

$2000 Model UN Club 

$2500 Band -- Half Time Show Production 

$10K  Auditorium Sound System Upgrade 

$31,771 spent on our students so far this year . . . 

 

. . . But we canôt stop there!  We still  need to fund over $30,000 for items for numerous Mustang clubs, 

teams, and organizations yet this year.  And of course, we need your help to do it.  So . . . Spring is com-

ing, say good-bye snow and ice, hello Madness and Stampede!   

Get your boarding pass today!  Our annual fun-filled adult night out and silent auction, Mustang Mad-

ness, will be held aboard the S.S. Ridge at the Columbia Hilton on March 14.  This is our BIG fund raiser 

of the year, and we hope you will come aboard and support this ñcruiseò as we work towards raising the 

remaining $30K we need to support our students.   You can also purchase a ticket to win a you-pick-the-

vessel/date/locale-cruise aboard Celebrity or Azamara cruise lines! Thank you CruiseOne for this fabu-

lous opportunity.  And many thanks to our Mustang parents and business community, as well as school 

teams, clubs, and groups for donating items for the silent auction.  Have you booked your passage yet 

aboard the S.S. Ridge?  You better hurry -- the S.S. Ridge is selling out quickly.  Get your boarding pass 

today!  To book your cruise aboard the S.S. Ridge, see page 12 in the newsletter or go to the Boosters 

web site http://www.mrhs-boosters.com/madness09.   

 

 

Whatôs blue and gray and you better get out of itôs way?  The Mustang Stampede!  Please join us for 

our 4th Annual Mustang Stampede 5K Run and 1 Mile Walk on Sunday, March 29.  Where else can you 

get exercise, community spirit, win a trophy or cash prize, and get a great t-shirt for only a $15 entry fee?  

Gather your neighbors, gather your team, gather your friends and Stampede together.  To register, go to 

http://www.mrhs-boosters.com/stampede09.html. 

 

Gearing up for summer!   Summer Camps are coming -- again this year Mustangs Boosters will hold 

summer camps for a variety of sports and age groups.  We are offering a few new camps this year -- get 

all the details on the Boosters web site http://www.mrhs-boosters.com/summercamps09.html.  

 

Details!  Details!  Details!  Thereôs lots more happening in the upcoming months.  Weôll be looking for 

Burger Boys and Hot Dog Wrappers for spring concessions.  Weôll be looking for new folks to fill the 

shoes of the Boosters Board of Directors  that are graduating.  Weôll be looking for volunteers to sell 

deep fried Oreos in our booth at the Howard County Fair.  Weôll be looking for YOU.   To stay up-to-

date and get the details on all Boosters activities, please check the Boosters Website at http://www.mrhs-

boosters.com.   

 

I hope to see you on the S.S. Ridge for a little Mustang Madness!   

 

Sue 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Calling all Runners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please join us for the 4th annual Mustang Stampede  5K 

and 1 mile fun run.   

 

Come out to run or walk and support  your boosters club!    

When: Sunday March 29th at 9:00am  

Where: MRHS  Track  

Cost: $15 per person  ($50 family max) Includes t-shirts, 

awards and post race  snack.  

   

h t t p : / / w w w . a c t i v e . c o m / e v e n t _ d e t a i l . c f m ?

event_id=1681338  

http://www.mrhs-boosters.com/stampede09.html 

MRHS Boosters Needs You! 
 

Are you interested in having a direct impact on where the 

over 100K in Boosters funding goes each year?  Would 

you like to get more involved at Marriotts Ridge?  If you 

are interested in running for the Marriotts Ridge Boosters 

Board of Directors think about running for a Board posi-

tion this year. 

 

Board positions are 2 years. 

There is one meeting per month on the second Wednesday 

of the month. 

You can visit the Boosters Web-site at www.mrhs-

boosters.com to see the various committees that Boosters 

sponsors. 

 

If you or anyone you know is interested in being nomi-

nated or you have any questions, please contact, Suzanne 

Katsman at katsman_bruce@yahoo.com .  Nominations 

are taking place now and the elections are held at the gen-

eral meeting in May. 

 

http://www.active.com/event_detail.cfm?event_id=1681338
http://www.active.com/event_detail.cfm?event_id=1681338
http://www.mrhs-boosters.com/stampede09.html

