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PTSA NEWS & EVENTS 
 
A Letter from the President 
 Wow, it’s been three and a half 
months of school already and I hope all our 
children have successfully completed the 
first quarter.  Marriotts Ridge PTSA has been 
blessed with several participants ranging 
from parents stepping up as volunteers, 
becoming members of PTSA, and 100% 
members of the Marriotts Ridge staff joining 
the PTSA. I am proud that our parents 
realized that now is not the time to stay 
back and not be involved in their children’s 
school life.  As of December 15, 2009 we 
are 1047 members strong and we are still 
growing.  Thanks to Mrs. Lori Ferraro our 
membership chair who tries to attend many 
of our school events to recruit new 
members. 
 
 The year kicked off with a picnic for 
our newest members to the Marriotts Ridge 
High School family, the ninth graders and 
new students.  It was well attended by the 
parents and their students.   
 
 The PTSA has helped to fund and 
would still like to fund several programs in 
the school as the year progresses.  Your 
PTSA membership is our main source of 

funding.  We support the following programs 
– the Snap grade program for teachers, 
Newsletter, new student orientation, student 
directory, student recognition, sponsoring 
motivational speakers, student scholarships, 
after prom, staff appreciation, Naviance, 
family/student programs, etc.  We would 
like to support our teachers with additional 
resources if the funds are available. 
 
  On October 15, 2009, I attended a 
meeting of the PTSA presidents, the Howard 
County School Board members, Dr. Sydney 
Cousin, and the Howard County Public 
School System Leadership Team.  The main 
discussion topic was the budget.   In past 
budget cuts the Department of Education 
has been excluded, but this year the State 
and County tax revenues are going to be 
drastically reduced, which in turn will affect 
funding.  A well-funded PTSA will ensure 
that our students and teachers get all the 
necessary materials that our students need 
to succeed and be competitive in the global 
world. 
 
 Please check the PTSA link regularly 
on the Marriotts Ridge High School web 
page for the PTSA Executive Board monthly 
meeting minutes.  The PTSA has several 
resources posted for our parents and 
students on study skills, test taking skills, 
note taking skills, health issues, etc.  
 
 The report cards were sent home on 
November 17, 2009.  Please schedule 
parent/teacher conferences even if your 
student is an “A” student.  The week of 
November 16, 2009 was American 
Education Week.  Mr. Saunderson had 
several events scheduled for the parents, 
students, and staff throughout the week. 
 
  “Dessert with the PTSA and the 
Principal” went well on November 9, 2009 at 
7pm.  Several questions were posted to Mr.
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 Saunderson and Mr. Will Schwarz (school 
counselor).    
 
The County will need us as time goes on to 
support more funding for our schools.  I will 
keep you posted.   
 ~Irene Bademosi 
 MRHS PTSA President 
 
       
 

A Message from the 
Administrative Team … 

 
I carry a folder around in my briefcase and 
stick copies of emails, event programs, 
notes, bulletins, etc. in it so that I hopefully 
don’t forget something when creating an 
administrative update.  That folder was 
pretty thick when I sat down a few nights 
ago to review First Quarter due to the many 
accomplishments and contributions of our 
students, staff, and families.   Before even 
starting to type, I spent a few hours just 
reading through and reflecting on all that 
has already occurred this fall.  I truly 
enjoyed this opportunity, realizing that we 
have kicked off another great year.   
 
When we talked with student groups, staff 
members, and our parent groups last 
spring, the discussion focused on the vision 
for the next phase at Marriotts Ridge.  While 
we all want to continue striving for 
excellence in academic and extracurricular 
activities, a theme that became apparent is 
the need to develop a stronger sense of 
honor, citizenship, and service to our school 
and the greater community.  Hopefully, this 
update will give you an opportunity to 
celebrate along with us.   
 
Our students are doing very well in the 
classroom … 879 students (almost 70%) 
earned Honor Roll while taking a high 
number of advanced courses (over  70% of 
our students take at least one honors, GT, 

or AP class).  In addition, we were recently 
informed that MRHS has 17 National Merit 
Commended Students and 3 National Merit 
Semifinalists … Yebo Fu, Andre Morales, and 
Kevin Shen … this year.  
 
Outside of the classroom, our students 
continue to excel in athletics and fine arts.  
Three of our fall sports teams won 
championships … the Golf Team won 
Districts, the Volleyball achieved its first 
Regional title, and the Boys Soccer Team 
won County, District, Regional, and State 
titles.  Outstanding!!  Jukebox V was 
another huge hit and Twelfth Night was 
very, very impressive.  Our Marching Band 
earned top ratings in several competitions 
and has moved into the top division among 
band programs on the East Coast.  We have 
received news that 9 students have earned 
Semifinalist status in the Maryland 
Distinguished Scholars in the Arts Program 
and 4 students … Yebo Fu, Andre Morales, 
Thomas Rimlinger, and David Wang … 
achieved Finalist honors.  Congratulations!!   
 
While celebrating the extracurricular 
accomplishments at MRHS, we cannot forget 
our many clubs, especially our Math Team, 
comprised of over 40 students, that is 
currently ranked #1 in Howard County!  We 
also inducted 18 students into the newly 
formed Marriotts Ridge High Chapter of the 
National Science Honor Society and 13 
students in the inaugural class of the MRHS 
Alpha Achievers, a program that recognizes 
the academic successes of African American 
males and strives to enhance these 
students’ leadership skills.  In addition, we 
have to highlight the efforts of our Red 
Cross Club … we had over 160 people sign 
up for our first Blood Drive.  Finally, we are 
very excited about our recently developed 
Athletic Leadership Council.  This new group 
is open to all varsity athletes who are 
interested in serving as role models for 
other students at MRHS and our feeder 
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schools.  The Athletic Leadership Council 
now has almost 60 members and is planning 
a sportsmanship video and an academic 
tutoring and athletics intramural program 
for Mt. View Middle students that hopefully 
will be expanded to include our other 
feeders, Burleigh Manor and Folly Quarter 
(our National Honor Society is already 
volunteering at FQMS’ Saturday Academy 
for struggling students). 
 
Spearheading all of these initiatives is our 
Student Government Association.  In 
conjunction with our Class Councils, SGA 
continues to work towards including at least 
one representative from every school club, 
athletic team, and fine arts group in our 
General Assembly, allowing us to embrace 
many different perspectives when discussing 
school issues, planning spirit events, and 
coordinating community service projects 
such as our canned food and toy drives.  
Our SGA Executive Board officers … Will 
Bowman, John Habibi, Sarah Ferrell, Lindsey 
Chun, Rachael Follmer, Kelly Burgy, Amanda 
Grote, Young Hye Hahm, and Drew Myers … 
are incredible young leaders, organizing 
such activities as a wonderful Spirit Week 
and motivating our students to greater 
citizenship and community service … make 
sure to check out the new SGA Office in the 
Commons!! 
 
While hundreds of our students are involved 
in school sponsored activities, I was 
reminded while sitting in church this past 
weekend that many of our students also 
participate as active citizens in outside 
groups and I wanted to highlight just a few. 
 Nirshiee Arumugam, Yolanda Zhang and 
Teesta Bose are participating in Leadership 
Howard County’s Leadership U, learning 
team building skills while participating in a 
yearlong community service project.  Molly 
Morse is the KidZone Leader for 5th grade 
girls at Grace Community.  Matt Jolles and 
Mondona McCann coach and officiate youth 

league sports.  Molly Malarkey has achieved 
high honors for her service with the Girl 
Scouts of Central Maryland.   Jenny King 
serves as Youth Council President at Mt. 
Zion United Methodist.  A final highlight is 
Courtney Miller who has been selected as a 
Student Page for the Maryland General 
Assembly for the 2010 session ... a 
wonderful opportunity and prestigious 
honor!    The list could go on and on … we 
applaud our students who are exemplifying 
Honor and Excellence in all that they do! 
 
One final topic as we start Second Quarter … 
student illness and makeup work.  Even 
though we were able to maintain a 96% 
attendance rate (considered Excellent by 
state standards) during First Quarter, our 
attendance rate at this point is down from 
past years as we have been affected by the 
flu, including H1N1.  Everyone … students, 
staff, and families … is concerned about 
absences and makeup work.  We ask that 
families really think hard about taking days 
off at this time for “mental health breaks” or 
vacations, but when students are truly sick, 
they need to stay home and work on getting 
well.  Students and families can keep track 
of assignments through Teacher Web and by 
contacting teachers through email or by 
phone.  If a student is absent for three or 
more days, please contact the Student 
Services Center (410-313-5446 or 
lisa_beschner@hcpss.org) to collect work for 
parent pick up.  Our excellent Student 
Services team will do their best to compile 
assignments.  We have talked as a 
professional staff about the possible 
increase in absences and we are stressing 
flexibility, understanding, patience, and 
collaboration.   
 
We are very excited about what is going on 
at Marriotts Ridge this year.  We encourage 
everyone to get involved in making our 
school community an even better place.  If 
you have any questions, comments, or 
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would like to offer some time or a talent, 
please feel free to email us at 
patrick_saunderson@hcpss.org. 
 
See you around the school … Go Mustangs! 
Pat Saunderson, James LeMon, Cara 
Moulds, Rosalie Bowen, and Gene Brown 
       

PTA CHC NEWS 
 
January 4, 2010 – PTA Council Howard 
County (PTACHC) General Meeting – 7:30 
pm       

HCPSS NEWS 
 On the latest Parent Teacher 
Connection program, Producer-Host, 
Bruce Johnson travels to Hammond Middle 
School to look into that school's formula for 
success. Most recently honored with a 
National Blue Ribbon award, Hammond 
Middle Schools parents, teachers, and 
students talk about how the school has 
earned numerous accolades under the 
leadership of Principal, Kerry McGowan. 

Parent Host, Jennifer Johnson begins a 
series of reports on how Howard County 
students are being prepared for 
transitioning from elementary to middle 
school and beyond. In her first report, 
Johnson visits Lisbon Elementary School to 
see how teachers are integrating life skills 
such as organization and time management 
into everyday instruction.  

And parents who are having trouble 
resolving concerns at the local school level 
will want to watch Parent Host, Deborah 
Wessner's interview with school system 
Ombudsman, Rose Dennison. 

Parent Teacher Connection is broadcast on 
Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. and 10 p.m., 
Saturday at 3 p.m. and Sunday at noon and 

5 p.m. on Comcast cable channel 95 and 
Verizon channel 42. 

       

BOARD WATCH REPORT 

 Mollie Shea attended the last Board of 
Education meeting on Oct. 8 at the 3 pm 
session.  She reports that HCPSS Policy 
2010 - Student Representation was 
presented  with no major revisions. It will 
be approved in Nov. There were no other 
major issues presented.   Thanks Mollie! 

Did you know that all the Board of 
Education meetings are now on the web live 
as well as on demand? They continue to be 
shown on Comcast95/Verizon42.  To watch 
on the web, go to hcpss.org and click on the 
icon on the right and watch!  The next 
Board meeting is this Thursday, Oct. 22.   

Did you know that all BOE 
agendas/minutes/policies/etc. are on the 
hcpss website under BoardDocs? 
http://www.boarddocs.com/mabe/hcpssmd/
Board.nsf/Public?OpenFrameSet   

       

   

   

Did you Know????? 
HOMEWORK HELP IS 

ONLY A CLICK AWAY! 
www.hclibrary.org 
Got questions?  
Find answers here!  Howard County Library  
has loads of information and helpful websites 
including live tutors available from 2 pm to 
midnight  to help students with homework!       

mailto:patrick_saunderson@hcpss.org
http://hcpss.org/
http://www.boarddocs.com/mabe/hcpssmd/Board.nsf/Public?OpenFrameSet
http://www.boarddocs.com/mabe/hcpssmd/Board.nsf/Public?OpenFrameSet
http://www.hclibrary.org/
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Check it out!! There is so much available on 
the library's website, that it can't be put all in 
this newsletter. 
http://www.hclibrary.org/index.php?page=19   

 

IMAGES OF FREEDOM 
CONTEST . . . WHAT DOES 
FREEDOM MEAN TO YOU? 

 The “Images of Freedom” poster 
contest, held in partnership with Corridor 
Transportation and the Howard County 
Office of Public Information, is open to all 
Howard County middle and high school 
students. The contest challenges students to 
visually express what freedom means to 
them.  Five winning entries will be selected 
to be displayed on the sides of Howard 
Transit vehicles throughout February. All 
participants and their family members will 
be honored with an award reception at 
Columbia Art Center in February. All entries 
will be featured as part of a gallery show at 
Columbia Art Center Feb. 18 – 28 in honor 
of Black History Month. You can view video 
from last year’s event at 
http://www.columbiamatters.org/_files/vide
os/2009/March/CM0309_Teens.html. 
       

New! Attention! Parents, Teachers & 
Students! 

Quotable Quotes! 
Have a quote you would like considered for 

publication in the Newsletter, please send to 

cindy.happel@verizon.net  

Here’s our first one submitted by Tim Ferrell – 

from Dumbing Us Down:The Hidden 
Curriculum of Compulsory Schooling 

Thanks Tim for your submittal. 

"Whatever an education is, it should 
make you a unique individual, not a 
conformist; it should furnish you 
with an original spirit with which to 
tackle the big challenges; it should 
allow you to find values which will 
be your road map through life; it 
should make you spiritually rich, a 
person who loves whatever you are 
doing, wherever you are, whomever 
you are with; it should teach you 
what is important, how to live and 
how to die." 

 – John Taylor Gatto 
John Taylor Gatto 
New York City Teacher of the Year and Author: 
DUMBING US DOWN 

 

 

The holidays are just weeks away
…Need Gift Wrap?

The Innisbrook Fundraiser is still in 
progress!

Plenty of time to stock up on wrapping paper & get 
ready for those holiday’s.

Order on-line TODAY at www.innisbrook.com
and enter our school number

103742.
Flyers available in the front
office or guidance office. 
Questions contact Christine Crosby

mrhs_afterprom@yahoo.com

Proceeds support your 2010 After Prom Party!  
 

http://www.hclibrary.org/index.php?page=19
http://www.columbiamatters.org/_files/videos/2009/March/CM0309_Teens.html
http://www.columbiamatters.org/_files/videos/2009/March/CM0309_Teens.html
mailto:cindy.happel@verizon.net
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Staff Appreciation 
 
"This Thanksgiving, We Are Thankful 

for Our Staff"!!! 
 
 The Staff Appreciation Committee, a 
joint effort of the PTSA and Boosters, 
sponsored an early evening pot luck dinner for 
the hard-working staff who stayed at Marriotts 
Ridge long into the evening of November 23 
holding parent/teacher conferences. 
 
 The menu consisted of comfort foods, 
and everything was donated by the generous 
parents of this community.  The staff was well-
fed and happy at the end of the evening and 
asked that we bring this type of pot luck to 
them again in the future. 
 
 Staff - we appreciate you! 
 Parents - we couldn't do this without 
you! 
 
~Jennifer Burgy 
~Kim McKay 
 

4th Annual After 
Prom News 

 
After Prom Event Saturday, May 9th, 2010 

 
[immediately following the Prom from 

midnight to 5am] 
 
 
 Hello, welcome to the 1st 2010 After 
Prom Planning Communication. 
 
 The reason for a PTSA to host an After-
Prom is not to provide more great memories on 
Prom night; it’s to provide a safe alcohol and 
drug-free celebration.  Statistics demonstrate 

that the two highest risk nights for teens are 
prom and graduation nights when peer pressure 
for risky behavior is very high.  Popular culture 
promotes the message that alcohol and drugs 
are needed to have fun and celebrate an 
important occasion.  It isn’t effective to tell our 
students to refrain from these activities.  Teens 
will celebrate on prom night, but how they 
celebrate is greatly affected by the options that 
the students have.  There is a great need to give 
them an alternative celebration, which will give 
teens the experience of celebrating without 
alcohol or other drugs. After-Proms fill that 
need! 
 
 The 2010 APP Committee will begin to lay 
the ground work for the 4th Annual MRHS After-
Prom Party, it promises to be a night of 
entertainment, food, fun, and prizes! You can 
help us make the After-Prom Party the party of 
choice. 
 
 DONATE: Throwing a top notch party 
is expensive and your donations of money, gift 
cards, and prizes are necessary.  Visit the After-
Prom website for more information at 
http://www.marriottsridge.net/afterProm.php.  
 
 VOLUNTEER: Regardless of your 
student’s grade, we need people who can do 
everything from planning activities, to contacting 
the community for prizes, to working the night 
of the party. Get involved, give your time on a 
committee and commit to creating a terrific 
night for students. This year we’re in dire need 
of a Prize Chairperson and someone with 
experience in FUNDRAISING.  
 
 SUPPORT: Thank you for supporting 
our past fundraisers (Pasta Dinner and Gift Wrap 
Sale).  More FUNDRAISING is needed and will be 
planned for the future so watch for details to 
come and support us when you can! 
 
 After-Prom meetings will begin in 
November 2009; stay tuned for further details 
on our exact meeting dates and watch the After 
Prom website on the MRHS webpage.  
Our first meeting will discuss FUNDRAISING, 
recap last year’s event, discuss this year’s 
venue, take suggestions, and open the floor for 

http://www.marriottsridge.net/afterProm.php
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various other topics.  Come be part of this 
decision process. 
 
 And last, but not least … SAY “NO” to 
other party options and encourage your student 
to attend the After-Prom Party. Keeping students 
safe during the Prom season takes the entire 
community! 
 
With great appreciation! 
Christine Crosby, APP Coordinator 
mrhs_afterprom@yahoo.com 
 
       
 

 
 

SOPHOMORES AND JUNIORS:  
Please SAVE these dates! 
  
The Marriotts Ridge HS PTSA is pleased to 
announce that once again we will have Dr. 
Gagnon's SAT-PSAT prep course at our 
school.  Please save these dates: 
  
March 1, 3, 8 and 10,  2010  (7-9:15 pm).  The 
fee will be $225.  Register on-line:  
MarthaGagnon.com in January.   Don't miss 
this opportunity to prepare for these important 
exams! 

Need a Tree???? 
 
Once again this year Harbin Farms is 
offering a donation for every tree sold to 
families from our school.  They are located 
at the corner of Bethany Lane and Rt. 99.  
They have fresh cut and live trees.  Fresh 
made wreaths (custom orders welcome), 
roping, delivery and set up, poinsettias, 
cider, and jams and jellies (great gifts) are 

also available. Visit with Santa on Saturday 
Dec.5th and Dec.12th from 12pm to 3pm.  
We understand that it is a hard time for 
some in this economy so we will be keeping 
our prices as low as possible.  Don’t forget 
to mention your school when purchasing 
your tree this year.  Any questions call Kim 
at 443-864-3536 or Mike at 443-864-3194. 
 

     

 
 
PTSA Membership   
 It's not too late to join MRHS PTSA!   Help us 
reach our goal of 1,000 Marriotts Ridge 
student and parent members.  Membership 
forms can be found at the PTSA tab of the 
MRHS website  www.marriottsridge.net.    

As a reminder to Seniors & Parents: in 
order to submit an application for 
consideration of PTSA's annual scholarships, 
both the graduating Senior, and at least one 
parent, must be a PTSA member.  

If you aren't sure if you've joined yet this year 
and would like to verify membership, or have 
any questions, please contact Lori 
Ferraro at lori.ferraro@verizon.net.    

Thank you!  
  
Lori 
 

mailto:mrhs_afterprom@yahoo.com
http://marthagagnon.com/
http://www.marriottsridge.net/
mailto:lori.ferraro@verizon.net
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HCPSS NEWS 
 
Stay up to date with all that is going on 
at your child’s school...  You can get daily 
electronic updates of school events, sporting 
events including playoff games, club 
meetings, staff awards, school closings, etc.  
Get all the latest up to the minute info. 
 
Just click on the link to be directed to sign 
up on the website that lets you stay in touch 
with your teens. 
 
Also, additional information is furnished 
regarding all county schools and programs 
offered countywide. Receive electronic 
notification of all HCPSS updates and the 
latest news. Just follow the link, it is very 
user friendly and takes only a minute to get 
signed up. Don't miss another meeting or 
event with optional cell phone notifications 
also.  
  
https://www.hcpssnews.com  
 

BOOSTERS UPDATE 
 

  
 
Did you know that the Mustangs Boosters 
Club has raised over $300,000 in the past 
4+ years to support our students' extra 
curricular activities?  The funds you have 
helped us raise have gone to pay for 

upgrades to the sound system in the 
auditorium, uniforms for many athletic 
teams, costumes for dance, marching band 
half-time show production, Math Team and 
Spanish Club, Teacher Web as well as the 
school's web site domain fees, the After 
Prom Event, Madrigals costumes, a cello and 
bass for Orchestra, Wrestling and Track 
needs, and so much more.   
  
We're looking for your help to continue 
supporting our students.   Please join the 
Mustangs Booster Club (membership forms 
or registration by Visa/Mastercard available 
at www.mrhs-boosters.com).  Please 
support our concession stand by 
volunteering your time to dish up nachos 
and hotdogs, or by eating those nachos and 
hot dogs while you're taking in a game at 
The Ridge!  Mustang Madness will be here 
before you know it, and we hope you will 
join us for a fun night out -- new venue and 
activities -- watch for details to come soon. 
And last but definitely not least, you can 
support our students by actively 
participating in the Boosters Club by 
becoming a member of the Board of 
Directors and/or volunteering your time to 
chair a committee.   We've always got room 
for additional volunteers!    
  
Join us for a meeting -- 7 p.m., usually the 
2nd Wednesday of the month (watch e-
news for details), room #116 (enter through 
back/stadium door, first classroom on the 
right.) We hope to see you there.  If you 
have any questions, just get in touch 
suetompkins@comcast.net.        
      
 
eScrip 
  
 Most of you know this program as the 
one where you register your Safeway 
grocery card and the school gets credit. This 
is called eScrip and it has grown to be so 
much more. The full name is Electronic Scrip 

https://www.hcpssnews.com/
http://www.mrhs-boosters.com/
mailto:suetompkins@comcast.net
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Inc., and it is a means to raise funds for 
your designated school just by doing your 
everyday purchases. The scope has 
broadened to an Online Mall shopping 
capability. For those who purchase items on 
the internet, this can be a huge benefit to 
MRHS. They have upwards to 2,000 
merchants on board with each donating 
back to the school anywhere from 1%-16% 
of the purchase price.  You can download 
AutoEARN on your desktop or laptop and 
the contributions are electronically credited 
to the PTSA bank account monthly. You will 
see a pop-up stating "4% is being 
contributed" ...when you enter the 
merchants website so there is no need to 
know which merchants are enrolled in the 
program, it does it for you. You will be 
surprised at all of the familiar companies 
like eBay, Staples, Sears, American Eagle, 
Nordstroms, Barnes & Noble, ...the list goes 
on forever! Take a few minutes to check out 
the website www.escrip.com and register 
your credit/debit cards. While you’re on the 
website, check out the Dining rewards 
program also. Several restaurants in our 
area are also making contributions to MRHS 
when you use your registered Credit or 
Debit card. Places like Jilly's, Shannons, 
Kelseys, Candlelight Inn, and so many 
others! It's amazing how only a few dollars 
from each family can add up to be 
thousands of dollars for the MRHS PTSA, 
which will be used for your childrens benefit. 
And the best part is you don't have to spend 
any more than you would normally, the 
merchants are contributing the money back 
to the schools. No pizzas, cookie dough,…. 
...you buy just what you need!  
  
There is a form included in this newsletter to 
help you with gathering your info. Also, if 
you prefer, complete the form and send it in 
to school and the information can be input 
for you. Should you need assistance with 
the website or have any questions, please 
feel free to contact me at 

cathy_lein@hotmail.com or 410-442-
4242. The more people that  
register, the more benefit to our students. 
       
 
 
Giant & Martins A+ School Rewards 
  
 Thousands of dollars have been 
contributed to MRHS just by registering  
your grocery cards at Giant Food 
www.giantfood.com/aplus and Martins  
Grocery www.martinsaplus.com . These 2 
programs are called A+ School Rewards/Bonus 
Bucks. It only takes a minute to complete each 
of these registrations and a percentage of all of 
your purchases will be credited to the school.  
 
 There is a form included in this newsletter 
to help you with gathering your info. Or, if you 
prefer, complete the form and send it in to 
school and the information can be input for you. 
Should you need assistance with the websites or 
have any questions, please feel free to contact 
cathy_lein@hotmail.com  
or 410-442-4242. 
       

 
 

VERIZON VELOCITY 
  
 Looking to change or upgrade your 
Verizon phone services. Maybe you are 
looking into FiOS or DIRECTTV! Possibly 
a change to your internet services. See 
the attached flyer in this newsletter and 
help your school earn a donation of up 
to $65. The same great offers are 
available to you, just provide the MRHS 
code #13501 to the Verizon 
representative, and we get a donation 
from Verizon. 
 
       

 

http://www.escrip.com/
mailto:cathy_lein@hotmail.com
http://www.giantfood.com/aplus
http://www.martinsaplus.com/
mailto:cathy_lein@hotmail.com


 
THE RIDGE/ PAGE 10 
_____________________________ 
 

Athletic Department News 
-Gene Brown Athletics & Activities Manager 

 
 It has been an exciting fall for our 
Marriotts Ridge Athletic teams. We are 
extremely proud of all of the 
accomplishments of our Student-Athletes 
and Coaches. They have worked very hard 
to achieve their goals. 
 
Congratulations to both of our Soccer 
teams! Our Boys team has won County, 
District 5, Regional and STATE Champs!  
That's a clean sweep of all the 
championships out there! Our Golf team was 
2A-1A  District 5 Champions and the state 
runner-up for 2A-1A.  Our Volleyball team 
won the Regional Finals and made a strong 
showing at the State Semi-Finals. Our Girls 
Cross Country team finished 2nd in the 
region, and our Boys finished 3rd.. Both 
teams will compete at the States on 11/14, 
at Hereford. Our Field Hockey team 
advanced to the Regional Semi- Finals. This 
was their best season. Our Cheerleading 
team finished 4th at the Howard County. 
Championships. This was a great Fall for us! 
 
      

Career and Technology 
Education (CTE) 
Reg Hahne, CTE ITL 
 
An Overview 
It’s hard to believe that ¼ of the school year 
is complete. During this time the CTE 
Department has been a busy place.  First, 
and foremost, I would like to introduce two 
new members of our CTE team…Don Rodis 
who is teaching 3 classes of Foundations of 
Technology combined with 2 science classes 
and Evelyn Bradley who is teaching Career 
Research and Development (CRD I&II). 

And just a head’s up…January 6th we hope 
to see all 11th graders who are currently 
enrolled in a CTE course participate in the 
Accuplacer (Math) test.  Taken seriously, 
this FREE opportunity administered by 
Howard Community College will evaluate the 
students’ potential mathematics ability in 
relationship to their placement in a college 
mathematics course.  The results are a 
valuable tool to help in the decision that all 
11th graders will be making in their college 
choice and class selection for next year. 
 
BCMS 
In Computer Science I students have been 
quite successful with their use of Java and 
Eclipse.  Also Ms. Cannella’s classes have 
been building basic websites.  Her Business 
classes are competing in "The Stock Market 
Game" with students across Maryland.  
Teams may purchase and sell stock 
electronically.  The game will end in April.  
Currently there are over 200 teams 
participating.  Meanwhile in Mr. Hahne’s 
Computer Science III class students have 
been learning basic data structures in the 
form or arrays and ArrayLists. 
 
This year all programming students will be 
competing in the American Computer 
Science League (ACSL).  ACSL is an 
international competition that spans the 
entire year giving students the opportunity 
to sharpen their theory and programming 
skills.  Four competitions are held 
throughout the school year with scores for 
both individual and team totals rewarded 
through invitation to the All-Star Meet held 
over the Memorial Day Weekend 
(Saturday).  This year the All-Star Meet will 
be held at Conrad Weisner HS, Robesonia, 
PA. 
 
In Stang Software Solutions students have 
been given the unique opportunity to create 
a business environment where they can 
apply their graphic design and business 
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skills.  What’s of interest is the fact this 
implementation is a true example of “school 
to work” initiatives as the projects that 
teams of students complete are built for 
real-world customers.  Affiliated with Future 
Business Leaders of America (FBLA), our 
main form of business is web design and 
graphic layouts, such as playbills.  What’s of 
interest with this course lies in the way in 
which we do business.  Face-to-face client-
student interaction to help with the 
development process is followed by team 
design and programming creation, all of 
which is shared with the client as the 
process proceeds.  The students have true 
ownership of the product and we have found 
that clients enjoy the face-to-face students’ 
interaction as their website or graphic 
program is developed. If you are interested 
in having a website built or are interested in 
seeing the types of products we produce 
please, then check us out at 
www.marriottsridge.net/Stang. 
 
In Ms. Orndorff’s class she has been spicing 
up personal financial statements and 
monthly budgets for readers…During an 
introductory unit on personal finance, 
Financial Management Using Software 
Applications students created templates in 
Microsoft Excel, one a personal financial 
statement and another a monthly budget.  
In using these templates for various 
activities, students learned to distinguish 
between assets, liabilities, income, and 
expenses in determining an individual's net 
worth at a given time and an individual's net 
gain or loss during a monthly period. 
 
Technology Education 
 
In Mr. Rosnik’s Introduction to Engineering 
Design class students just completed a 
puzzle cube project.  This project required 
the use of statistics, measurements, and 
design principles to create a multi-piece 
puzzle that assembles into a cube.  We are 

now getting ready to learn the basics of 
Autodesk Inventor.  This is a 3D parametric 
design software that engineers around the 
world use every day. 
 
In Principles of Engineering the students are 
starting an assignment called, "Have You 
Lost Your Marbles?".  This assignment is 
based on the idea that we can use hardware 
and software to help in the process of 
separating recyclable materials.  The 
students will actually design, build, program 
and test an automated system to separate 
at least two different colored marbles.  The 
marbles represent post consumer recyclable 
materials. 
 
Meanwhile in Computer Integrated 
Manufacturing the students are ready to 
learn about and program a robotic arm.  By 
the end of the second quarter, the students 
will have created a tic-tac-toe board with 
pieces that the robotic arm will be able to 
defeat any challenger. 
 
In Engineering Design and Development 
students are in the process of solving a real 
world engineering problem.  They have all 
defined and justified a problem and now are 
researching and developing a solution.  
Later this year, they will be constructing the 
solution to their problem. 
 
Mr. Fleming’s ATA class will be collaborating 
with the Science department on a STEM 
initiative that focuses on DNA extraction in 
collaboration with Ms. Allman’s bio classes.  
His Foundation of Technology classes are 
learning power tool and shop safety, while 
his Digital Electronics class is soldering 
circuit boards to use for different 
demonstrations for digital circuitry. 
 
FACS 
In Ms. Palm’s classes things have been 
going great…they have already made 
chicken quesadillas, cookies, omelets, 

www.marriottsridge.net/Stang
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muffins, and homemade pizza in the Food 
and Nutrition Class!  The Culinary and 
Advanced Culinary classes have had 
numerous labs as well as a catering 
opportunity for the NHS Induction 
Ceremony 
 
CRD 
In Ms. Bradley’s CRD 1 class students 
completed a series of self assessment 
surveys designed to help them identify 
career interests, aptitudes, learning styles 
and personality types, as part of their career 
path research.  During the 2nd quarter, CRD 
1 students will develop a career portfolio 
which will include artifacts to demonstrate 
preparation for employment and/or post 
secondary education.  The portfolio will 
represent all the skills needed for success in 
an employment setting.  Students in CRD 1 
will be requesting 2 character references 
(letters) from their teachers as part of their 
portfolio requirement. 
 
Meanwhile in CRD 2 students will prepare a 
transition packet demonstrating readiness to 
transition from high school to the world of 
work or higher education. Students will be 
requesting 3 character references (letters) 
from their teachers or employers to be 
included in their packets.  Students will 
complete college applications, compare 
college costs, and if going to work, identify 
an area of employment.  They will also be 
working on a 10 year life plan, where they 
will be setting attainable goals they can 
accomplish over the next 10 years. 
 
Fine Arts 
Terry Eberhardt, Fine Arts ITL 
 
The MRHS Fine Arts Programs are thriving! 
This has been one of the fastest pace starts 
to the school year to date. We began our 
season with Jukebox V and it was another 
smashing success. This years cast had over 

100 students in the band, cast and crew. 
The show nearly sold out each night with a 
total of 2200 tickets being sold over 3 
nights.  
 
On Sunday, November 8th, the Marriotts 
Ridge Marching Unit competed in the USSBA 
Group III National Championships at the 
Naval Academy in Annapolis.  The group 
performed exceptionally well and placed in 
the top ten and earned their highest score 
to date of a 91.313 out of a possible 100.  
This achievement allows Marriotts Ridge to 
move into the Open Class division and 
compete with the very best marching 
groups on the East Coast.  Congratulations 
to everyone involved for an outstanding 
effort!  
 
MRHS Theatre’s fall production was Twelfth 
Night or What You Will by William 
Shakespeare. The production was set in 
contemporary Los Angeles and told the 
story of the search for true love.  Over 50 
students worked for three months to bring 
to life one of Shakespeare’s most beloved 
comedies. 
 
       
 

Environmental Club 
Stacie Gado, Melissa Barbieri, 
Stephanie Doodigian Club 
Advisors 
 
 The Environmental Club has been 
working hard this year with many different 
activities to help MRHS to become “Green”.  
Every Tuesday, club members meet to pick 
up the recycling in all of the classrooms.  
Every Thursday, members meet to discuss 
projects, activities, events, fundraisers.   

Currently we are selling 
Environmental Club t-shirts made out of 
100% organic cotton for $11.00.  We have 
just begun our SMENCIL drive for $1.00 
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each.  Smencils are gourmet smelly pencils 
made out of 100% recycled newspapers, 
dipped in different flavors such as black 
cherry, orange, bubble gum, etc and 
packaged in corn based biodegradable 
plastic.  We have teamed up with the 
tutorial classes to help “SAVE THE AMAZON 
RAIN FOREST”.  We are selling numerous 
save the environment t-shirts for $14.00 
where the proceeds go to the Earth 
Foundation to save acres of the rainforest.    

The Environmental Club has planted 
some of the pansies that are located outside 
the front doors to the building and last year 
we planted daffodils and hyacinths that will 
come up in the spring.  We are always doing 
our cell phone and ink jet cartridge drive.  
Please bring in any of those items and we 
will recycle them for you!  Finally, if any 
community member has any ideas, 
donations, or contacts that could help us in 
our quest to GO GREEN, please contact 
Melissa Barbieri, Stephanie Doodigian, or 
Stacie Gado.  Thank you! 

 
       
 

MRHS “Green School” Action 
Team 
Stacie Gado, Stephanie 
Doodigian – Team Co-Chairs 

 
The MRHS Green School Action Team 

is applying for “Green School” status this 
year.  If we are able earn it, we will be the 
third high school in Howard County to have 
this title.   Ultimately, this means that MRHS 
will be an environmentally friendly place.   
 This year we are already addressing 
environmental issues in the classrooms, 
offering professional development for our 
staff, conserving energy in the building, and 
reducing waste by reusing and recycling.  
We have ideas for activities such as habitat 
restoration, building structures for learning 
about the environment, and having 

responsible transportation days such as 
“teachers carpooling to work day”. 

How can you help?  We are looking 
for people/partners in the MRHS community 
who can contribute to ideas and activities 
that would bring us closer to achieving 
Green School status.  For example, we 
would like to find an energy auditor to 
perform an energy audit for us, we are 
looking for garden tool donations (diggers, 
gloves, etc.), and in the spring, plant 
donations. If you would be willing help us, 
please contact Stacie Gado 
(Stacie_gado@hcpss.org) or Stephanie 
Doodigian 
(Stephanie_doodigian@hcpss.org). 

 
       
 
Information Center News! 
Lynn Rashid, Media ITL 
 
 Back in September students 

participating in the Science Fair 
research process were oriented to the 
subscription database, Science 
Resource Center.  Ask your student 
about how to access this valuable 
resource from home! 

 The Information Center staff, in 
cooperation with members of the 
English department, unveiled the new 
online MRHS Research Handbook.  
This resource is designed to support 
students and parents as they work 
through the research process in their 
classes.  Check it out at the link 
below: 
http://www2.hcpss.org/mrhs/researc
hhandbook/ 

 The Ridgeline Video Magazine is on-
line at http://www.MarriottsRidge.net 
You’ll find general features, sports 
features, interviews and public 
service announcements related to life 
at the Ridge. 

mailto:Stacie_gado@hcpss.org
mailto:Stephanie_doodigian@hcpss.org
http://www2.hcpss.org/mrhs/researchhandbook/
http://www2.hcpss.org/mrhs/researchhandbook/
http://www.marriottsridge.net/
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 We are offering access to a free trial 

of Gale’s Education and Testing 
Reference Center.  Take practice tests 
and download full text study manuals 
for dozens of tests including the SAT, 
AP subject exams, GRE’s, etc. 
Students can also access practice 
exams for career tests such as EMT 
and police officer exams.  It also 
provides tools for college scholarship 
and financial aid searches.  We hope 
to be able to offer this resource on a 
permanent basis.  Check it out 

http://access.gale.com/k12trial/go/?key
=16315_537319   
 In order to guarantee the 

compatibility of computer files 
created at home for use in the school 
network environment, there are a few 
things to keep in mind.  First, the 
school’s computers have Microsoft 
Office Pro 2003 installed.  Should you 
be using Microsoft Works or Office 
2007, please remember to use the 
Save As command and select the 
correct .doc, xls, or .ppt file format.  
Furthermore, should access to an 
office suite be an issue, consider 
downloading and installing Sun 
Microsystems’ Open Office. 
<http://www.openoffice.org/>  

 
OpenOffice.org 3 is the leading open-
source office software suite for word 
processing, spreadsheets, 
presentations, graphics, databases and 
more. It is available in many languages 
and works on all common computers. It 
stores all your data in an international 
open standard format and can also read 
and write files from other common office 
software packages. It can be downloaded 
and used completely free of charge for 
any purpose. 
       

 
 

FROM THE MATH DEPARTMENT: 
Eric Ebersole, Math Dept. ITL 
 
 
HSA Success – The Algebra I / Data Analysis 
High School Assessment was administered  
in October.  We did not need to administer 
the exam to any of our juniors or seniors!  
They have all met the requirements for 
graduation relative to these exams or have 
completed bridge plans to be submitted to 
meet the requirements.  Nice job, juniors 
and seniors.  The thirteen freshmen and 
sophomores who had not been successful on 
the exam on a previous administration took 
the exam.  Due to their hard work and the 
hard work of several math teachers, (Mr. 
Flynn, Ms Zilliox, Ms Gwoc, Ms Bonus, Mr. 
Ebersole & Ms Hawkins) who remediated 
these students prior this administration, 8 of 
the 13 passed this round!   
 
Math Team # 1 – The Mustang Math Team 
has been to two all county meets so far this 
year.  We are proud to find them in 1st place 
in the county after these two meets.  The 
team has worked very hard this year to 
prepare, including investigations of some 
topics not usually included in the Howard 
County math curriculum (for example, 
modular arithmetic) and planning strategy 
for the team rounds.  The captains, Kevin 
Shen, Brian Kim, and Wendy Zhang, have 
each assumed complimentary roles in 
different facets of running the team.  Six 
more meets to go.  Keep your eyes open as 
we shoot for a county championship! 

       
News From MRHS Science 

Department… 
Dan Sageman, Science Dept. ITL 

 
     All of the GT science students of 
Marriotts Ridge High School have been 
working on their science fair projects since 

http://access.gale.com/k12trial/go/?key=16315_537319
http://access.gale.com/k12trial/go/?key=16315_537319
http://www.openoffice.org/
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September.  For most of these students the 
culmination of this project is the judging at 
the Marriotts Ridge Science Fair on 
Wednesday, January 27th, 2010.  About 250 
projects will be judged in categories of 
Physics, Chemistry, Environmental Science, 
Earth & Space Science, Behavioral and 
Social Sciences, Animal Biology, Plant 
Biology, Microbiology, Computer Science, 
Engineering Technology and Mathematics.  
If you would like to volunteer to be a judge, 
please email Amy Harich at 
amy_harich@hcpss.org, no later than 
Thursday, December 17, 2009. 
 
     Mrs. Cooper, Mr. Sageman and Mrs. 
Schneider have about 20 enthusiastic 
students this year, fighting for 12 spots on 
the Chemathon Team.  They meet every 
Tuesday after school in order to prepare for 
the Chemathon Competition which is held 
on the last Saturday in April at the 
University of Maryland.   
 
     Mrs. Doodigian and Mr. Sageman are 
sponsoring two teams for Science Olympiad 
this year.  These two teams meet every 
Tuesday after school to practice for 
competing in the Maryland State 
competition which will be held in the Spring 
of 2010.   
 
     The National Aquarium in Baltimore has 
given Marriotts Ridge and Mr. Stuller 
another baby terrapin this year.  "Carson" 
hatched in early September and was 
delivered to Marriotts Ridge on October 7th.  
He/she [sex to be determined] will be raised 
by students this school year and released 
back into the Chesapeake Bay at Poplar 
Island Refuge in June.  A webcam has been 
setup to view the terrapin on our schools 
homepage. Viewing hours are roughly 6am-
7pm. 
       
 

 

National Honor Society 
Tracey Rizzo, Lynn Rashid - 
Advisors 
 
On Thursday, October 22, 2009, the 
Marriotts Ridge Chapter of the National 
Honor Society became bigger and more 
active than ever.  Over 120 students were 
inducted to the organization and they had 
the opportunity to celebrate their initiation 
with family, friends, and MR staff at a small 
reception during the school day. True to the 
words they spoke in their NHS induction 
oath, the members have challenged 
themselves to uphold the tenets of service 
and leadership, two pillars upon which the 
society was founded.  In addition to their 
academic leadership in the classroom, they 
have spearheaded and will assist with 
several service initiatives since the 
beginning of the school year.    
 
The Winter will be an especially busy season 
for the NHS.  Members will work in close 
collaboration with other school honor 
societies, as well as the Marriotts Ridge 
SGA, to pool resources and gain manpower 
for various service endeavors.  On 
December 1st, students will once again 
participate in their annual Toys for Tots 
Drive and hope to far surpass the effort and 
generosity given by so many last year.  
Also, in the next few weeks, the NHS will 
take the next steps towards petitioning 
Congress to alter the Child Food and 
Nutrition Act to provide for healthier, locally 
grown school lunches.  On Labor Day, they 
laid the groundwork for this by hosting an 
Eat-In with the NAHS, a pot luck lunch 
attended by over 80 people and covered by 
local media.   In early December, the NHS 
plans to sponsor a letter writing session 
after school for ALL students to campaign 
and reach legislators that have returned 
from the summer recess.  We would love to 
have the support and advertisement from 
the Environmental Club, Vegan Club and 

mailto:amy_harich@hcpss.org
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any other student organization that wants to 
get involved. 
 
As advisors to this organization, Ms. Rashid 
and Ms. Rizzo are very proud of the 
commitment these students have made to 
the organization.  They have put words into 
action and shown their strong characters, 
serving others and their community in a 
positive manner...one NHS member at a 
time. 
 
       
 

Physical Education Department 
Jason Conley, PE Dept. ITL 
 
 The PE department just finished 
another quarter helping our students to 
improve their quality of life.   Our 
department is constantly trying to get the 
kids to realize that physical education is one 
of the most important classes in the school.  
There has been this long stigma that it is 
just gym class!  Our staff understands that 
with your health you can be the smartest 
person in the world, but without your 
health, you can’t share this knowledge.  
With the growing population of obese 
children, parents are starting to see the 
importance of PE.   
 The PE department teaches the entire 
freshman class, about 220 kids in Weights 
and almost 70 kids in Sports for Life. Our 
department tests over 220 kids every 
quarter to see if they improve in several 
exercises such as pull-ups, dips, push-ups, 
broad-jump, crunches, and the bench press 
and about 98% of all of these students 
improve in all categories.  If this was our 
county assessment, it would be better than 
every other department.  Remember that 
your health is very important! 
 
       
 
 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
Michelle Flynn, SIT Chairperson 
 
The School Improvement Plan is complete!  
Check it out on our website.  Just click on 
the link on the left to read about our School 
Improvement Goals. 
 
Goal 1:  Each child, regardless of race, 
ethnicity, gender, disability or socio-
economic status, will meet the rigorous 
performance standards that have been 
established.  All diploma-bound students will 
perform on or above average grade level in 
all measured content areas. 
 
Goal 2:  Each school will provide a safe and 
nurturing school environment that values 
diversity and commonality. 
 
The plan contains some great highlights of 
where we have been and where we are 
headed as a school community.  The plan 
includes many creative programs and 
initiatives that are happening at MRHS to 
help us meet our goals. 
 
       
 
World Language Department 
Stacie Gado, World Language 
Dept. ITL 

 
The World Language Department 

would like to welcome our newest member 
Aaron Sorkin to Marriotts Ridge!  He brings 
to us a wealth of experience from teaching 
middle school students to college students.  
In addition he is able to share with us and 
his students his cultural knowledge of 
Mexico, his native county.  This year, he is 
teaching Spanish 1, Spanish 2, and Spanish 
4 Honors.   
 The German and Latin Clubs celebrate 
an ethnic feast each month.  For October, 
the German Club celebrated Oktoberfest 
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with Wurst, Sauerkraut, red cabbage, 
German potato salad, and German 
chocolate.  The Novemberfest featured 
Schnitzel made by our own students (pork 
and chicken), as well as homemade 
Spaetzle, Sauerkraut, red cabbage, and 
Roggenbrot.  Latin club celebrated October 
with a Roman banquet reclining on the floor, 
featuring grapes, cheeses, other fruits, 
bread, nuts, hummus, and crackers.  The 
November feast features turkey legs as well 
as fruits, breads, and meat.   
 Finally, the World Language 
Department will be having its first combined 
National Honor Society Induction on 
Thursday, December 3, 2009 at 7:00pm in 
the Auditorium.   This evening will include 
students inducted into the Société Honoraire 
de Français, Delta Epsilon Phi-German 
National Honor Society, Società Onorario 
Italica, Latin National Honor Society, and 
Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica Capítulo 
Ibrahim Ferrer.  Hope to see you there! 
 
       
 

English Deptartment 
Nancy Czarnecki, English Dept. ITL 
 
The English Department was pleased to 
welcome two new teachers this year. 
Ms. Meg Roberts has been teaching in 
Howard County for many years, most 
recently at Bonnie Branch Middle. In 
addition to teaching 10th grade, Ms. Roberts 
is also co-sponsoring the class of 2012. Ms. 
Jackie Kerns has recently moved to Howard 
County from Florida. She is teaching 
Reading and English 9. We are very 
fortunate to have these two outstanding 
educators join our MRHS family. 
 
In other news, The Howard County Poetry 
and Literature Society brought a guest 
speaker to us on November 12th. Poet, 
Terence Winch, addressed a group of 
seniors, who were impressed with his 

presentation. The English Department is 
grateful for the support of HoCoPoLitSo and 
we look forward to our future endeavors. 
       
 

From the SGA … 
 

Although it is only November, there 
have already been many successful 
initiatives headed by the Student 
Government Association. The week leading 
up to Homecoming was a great 
achievement. This year, the Pep Rally was 
completely organized by the members of 
SGA and motivated much student 
involvement. The most important part of the 
week, the Homecoming dance, went off 
without a hitch and the decorations were 
really something to be seen. Through quite 
a bit of  planning and hard work, the SGA 
was able to make this year’s Homecoming 
something to remember.  
            To contribute to the community, 
SGA worked in conjunction with the National 
Honor Society to plan and organize the 
Canned Food Drive which benefits the 
Maryland Food Bank. As a result of the 
increased enthusiasm and support by the 
students and staff, we collected the most 
cans to date. There will also be a “Toys for 
Tots” drive held from December 1 to 
December 17, 2009. The SGA is asking for 
toy and gift card donations in order to 
provide local families with a holiday 
celebration! With the help of the 
community, we will be able to make a great 
impact this year. The more we work 
together, the more we can accomplish!  
Drew Myers, SGA Publicity Secretary 
       

Marriotts Ridge High School 
2009-2010 Reflections Results 

 
Marriotts Ridge High School had 18 students 
who entered works in the 2009-2010 PTSA 
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Reflections competition.  Fourteen of those 
students will have their works go on to 
compete against other high schools in the 
county.  Congratulations to the following 
students: 

  
Kendall Smith and Maria Molinaro 
 
Visual Arts 

Outstanding Interpretation of Theme 
 

Melanie Bulavinetz Photography 
Awards of Excellence Outstanding Interpretation of Theme 

Jane Suh Melanie Bulavinez 
Anurupa Bhonsale 

Awards of Excellence  
       Molly Malarkey 
 Mondona McCann 

Also participating: HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY 
 Emily Klawson and Sarah Roberts  
 WINTER BREAK!! 
Literature  

 

Outstanding Interpretation of Theme 

Katherine Jackson 

Awards of Excellence 

Katherine Jackson 
Vivian Tu 

Also participating: Molly Malarkey 
 
Film 

Outstanding Interpretation of Theme 
 John Henry Hain 
  
 Musical Composition 
 Outstanding Interpretation of Theme 
 

Anna Rimlinger  
  
Dance Choreography 

Outstanding Interpretation of Theme 

Victoria Fyock 

Awards of Excellence 

Allison Taylor 
Alison Murphy 
Caroline Jurney 

Honorable Mention 
 Caroline Eves 
Also participating: 
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Marriotts Ridge  
Boosters Sponsored  
Driver's Ed Classes: 

The following lists dates for both Greg's Driving School and Street Smarts. 
 Both companies are sponsored by MRHS Boosters.  Please call asap to 
reserve a date and time for your student. 
 

November 30- Dec.11             2:30 - 5:45 p.m.          Gregs 

January 4- 15                           2:30 - 5:45 p.m.          Gregs 

Feb. 16 - March 1                    2:45 - 6:00 p.m.          StreetSmarts 

March 1-  12                            2:30 - 5:45 p.m.          Gregs 

April 12 - 26                            6:00 - 9:15 p.m           StreetSmarts 
 
 Special Evening Class for students and athletes 

April 26 - May 7                     2:30 - 5:45 p.m.           Gregs 

July 12 -23                              9:00 - 12:15 p.m.    StreetSmarts 

August 2-13                            9:00 - 12:15 p.m.        Gregs 
 

Gregs Contact Info:                             http://www.gregsdrivingschool.net/  
Phone Number:                                   410-442-4028 
 
We offer the 36-hour Maryland MVA approved course.  The course is comprised of 
30 hours of classroom and 6 hours of car-training. 
What is Driver Education? 
Thirty (30) hours of classroom instruction: There will be 10 sessions, each session will be 
3 hours and 15 minutes long with a 15-minute break between each 1-1/2 hour.  Classes 
run Monday through Friday for two weeks (excluding holidays). Six (6) hours of in-car 
training.  There will be three sessions lasting two hours per session.  Driving times are 
made by appointment and may fall on any day of the week at any time. Remember NO 
permit is needed to start the course.  
Any Maryland resident over the age of 15 interested in obtaining a drivers license must 
take this class.  

http://www.gregsdrivingschool.net/
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StreetSmarts Contact Info:              StreetSmartsMd.com@comcast.net 
Phone Number:                                   443-355-4238 
 
What separates Street Smarts from every other driving school in the region is our 
commitment to the safety of our students.  That is why our new driver training is more in-
depth and practical to all of our students.   
 
Our standard curriculum consists of thirty-three (33) course hours of classroom 
instruction followed by eight (8) hours of practical behind-the-wheel training. 
 
With an added three (3) hour block of instruction devoted exclusively to defensive 
driving, it's easy to see how the instructors at Street Smarts place their emphasis and 
commitment on developing safe driving habits for all their students. 
 
 
 
 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 
 
December 24, 2009 – January 1, 2010 – Schools Closed  for Winter Break  
January 4, 2010 – School’s re-open 
January  4 – PTA Council Howard County (PTACHC) General Meeting – 7:30 pm 
January 18, 2010 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day – Schools and offices closed 
January 19 – 22, 2010 Semester Exams 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:StreetSmartsMd.com@comcast.net
mailto:StreetSmartsMd.com@comcast.net
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PLEASE NOTE!!!  PLEASE NOTE!!!  PLEASE NOTE!!! 

 
 This will be the last hard copy of the newsletter mailed out to the entire 
PTSA.  We are going to try and publish an electronic monthly issue that will be 
more up to date, rather than a twice a year endeavor.  However, we will make 
available hard copies in the office for those of you who do not have access to 
an electronic copy.  Please fill out the attached form only if you require a hard 
copy and return same to school as soon as possible.  This will enable us to 
have an idea of how many hard copies we need to print each month.   It is our 
intention to make sure everyone has this publication available to them each 
month.    This will not only save on postage costs, but printing costs as well.  
Your student will be able to stop by the office and pick up a copy once printed.   

 

Name:______________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________ 

 

               

NEWSFLASH! NEWSFLASH! NEWSFLASH! NEWSFLASH! NEWSFLASH!  

 

In our next issue we will have a new section for the Students!  It will be called 
MRHS RANTS AND RAVES!  It will be a chance to get your voice heard.  We would 
like to publish something you dislike in the “Rants” section and something you 
love in the “Raves” section.  Please submit your Rants and Raves with your name 
and grade to cindy.happel@verizon.net .  Make sure you put “MRHS Rants and 
Raves” in the subject line.  It could be something as simple as: 
 
Rant:  “I hate that teachers say your homework will be on the website and then it’s 
not there when you get home to do your homework”.   
 
Rave:  “I love going to the games with all of my peeps!”  

mailto:cindy.happel@verizon.net


 

Giving is as Easy as Shopping! 
 
    Last year Marriotts Ridge High School families raised thousands of $$$’s for the students just by doing their normal 
shopping. It only takes a few minutes of your time to complete the information and send this form back in to school with your 
student or gather the info and input it yourself. Just add your grocery card info and credit/debit info. By having these accounts 
entered into the eScrip database, ANY purchase you make Online or at one of the over 2,000 merchants & restaurants using 
the registered credit cards will give your school a contribution of 1%-16% of your total purchase automatically! All you have to 
do is shop, shop, shop! Some of the great merchants available are PetMeds, Kohls, American Eagle, Amazon, eBay, Staples, 
Office Depot, Toys-R-Us, Sears, Aeropostale, UnderArmour, Travelocity, and hundreds more! Love to dine out? Jilly’s, along 
with Shannons, Kelseys Pub, and so many more are included when you join the dining for dollars program. Please help us out 
and take a few minutes to log onto www.escrip.com to register your own cards and download the Auto Earn program. Once 
you register, your holiday shopping on-line will benefit Marriotts Ridge High School by thousands of dollar$. Online ordering 
a TV from BestBuy.com, a Washer/Dryer from Sears.com, supplies from Staples.com…it all counts!!! 
 
____________________________________      ____________________________ 
Last Name                                                            First Name 
 
____________________________________      ______________   ____   _______ 
Street Name                                                          City                         State   Zip Code 
 
____________________________________      ____________________________ 
Email Address                                                      Phone Number 
 
____________________________________     __________________ 
Signature                                                              Date of Birth 
                                                                                       

Marriotts Ridge High School 
 

Store                School Id:                    Card # 
 

Safeway          500002175                

Martins            02565                           

Giant                04912                   

  Debit Card        n/a                                /  

Credit Card       n/a                         /  
 

Sign up on the Web   OR 
www.escrip.com for Safeway 
www.martinsaplus.com for Martin’s 
www.giantfood.com/aplus for Giant Food 
Please complete the above information and fold, staple, and return immediately. Need help with the website, 
call Cathy Lein @410-442-4242 or email @ cathy_lein@hotmail.com 
 
Make your purchases add up to donations for MRHS students. When registering at www.escrip.com, be sure  
to download theAuto Earn program. Then, every time you log onto a participating store, a pop-up lets you  
know the amount of their donation to MRHS.                  
 

http://www.escrip.com/
http://www.escrip.com/
http://www.martinsaplus.com/
http://www.giantfood.com/aplus
mailto:cathy_lein@hotmail.com
http://www.escrip.com/
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